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PREFACE. 

I HAVE been induced to translate this little book, thinking 
it reflected honour on that country which has now become 
mine by adoption, and also as giving a more true and 
impartial account than can be gleaned from newspaper 
reports, of the first campaign made by the Piedmontese in 
Lombardy for Italian independence, headed by the noble 
and generous Charles Albert. 

Should I in any way have succeeded in removing from 
the minds of some of my friends the prejudice that seems 
spread in my country against the cause of Italian freedom, 
and procured my beloved Mother an hour's interest, my 
aim will have been fully accomplished. To her I dedicate 
this translation, assured that she will excuse the errors and 
appreciate the motives that have induced me to undertake 
this task. 

FANNY DI PERSANO. 



Genoa, 28th June, 1849. 
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D I A E Y, 

^c. Sfc. 



INTRODUCTION. 

" Poor avoir la liberty, il faut la m^riter ; prenez les armes, et 
venez avec moi combattre les Autrichiens." 

Paroles de Napoleon aux Milanais. 

\ 
For many years the Lombards bore the yoke of Austria 
with indignation: this sentiment grew in. their hearts^ and 
manifested itself by demonstrations, by which one of those 
implacable hatreds was engendered that could only be 
satiated in the blood of their oppressors. 
, Thb' ffeedom granted by the greater part of the sovereigns 
of Italy made the Lombards more sensible of their slavery, 
and reanimated in their hearts the desire of independence 
and of nationality. 

Some acute men, wishing to assure themselves if the 
generality of the population would submit to a trial, which, 
however, in itself trifling, reveals an astonishing strength of 
purpose, proposed to give up the habit of smoking, which 

B 
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2 INTBODUCnON. 

proposition has been generally adopted since the 1st of 
January, 1848. This habit had become so nniversal, that 
it produced an annual revenue to Austria of five miUionSr 
From this strange compact dates the origin of the revolution 
of Milan. 

The police, irritated at being set at defiance with impunity, 
has recourse to all its agents, who are spread about the 
town with the injunction to excite broils, in order to create 
a legal pretext to attack individual liberty. An insolent 
soldiery frequent the streets and cafes, smoking cigars, 
blowing pufifs of smoke in the faces of the passers by, and 
slashing at those who express their indignation at this 
insolent provocation. The Milanese, exasperated^ revolt, 
and a great number are arrested j the garrison and the 
inhabitants are in open hostility. The Vice-King, Eadetzky, 
and riqdelmont, appear to protect the conduct of the 
military, or, at all events, act ^without energy and decision, 
deceiving the Milanese with false ^hopes. A gloomy rage 
is fermented in the minds of the populace; the tumult 
increases hourly 

On the 22d of February, the martial law is proclaimed ; 
Austria commits actions unworthy of a civilized nation 

Now the powerftd voice of the people is heard, resounding 
in the vaults of the temples, in the streets, and in the public 
places: she proclaims liberty, with threats of vengeance 
against the tyrants. All classes of society unite themselves 
with one accord — they fly to arms, numerous barricades are 
formed in the town, and on the 18th of March a terrible 
nd bloody contest is begun on all sides. After five glorious 
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INTEODUCJTION. 3 

days of heroic conflict^ the Anstrians take to flighty and the 
tricolour flag, the symbol of the Italian union and indepen- 
dence, floats majestically from the summit of the Cathedral 
of Milan. 

The Lombards invoke the people of the p^nsula to aid 
them in exterminating the stranger. The Piedmontese, 
animated by noble and chivalrous sentiments, embrace the 
cause with enthusiasm ; Charles Albert seconds their wishes, 
and, following the generous impulse of his heart, abandons 
his kingdom to fly to the relief of a nation so long perse- 
cuted. 

26th March, 1848. — The Sardinian army, under the 
orders of the King, is divided into three bodies, including 
the reserve. 

The first, consisting of about 24,000 men, is under the 
orders of Lieutenant-General Baron Bava, one of Napoleon^s 
soldiers, and distinguished for his bravery. Endowed with 
great presence of mind in difficult circumstances, he 
possessed also the art of commanding. By his justice and 
integrity he had acquired the affection of his subordinates, 
and the esteem of every one. The subsequent facts will 
enable us to judge of his military talents. 

The second body of the army, nearly equal to the first in 
force, is commanded by Lieutenant-General Chevalier 
Hector de Sonnaz, Governor of Genoa, where, during his 
residence as General of the division, he was universally 
beloved for the goodness and affability of his character. 
The General de Sonnaz began his career in the French 
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army, and received from Napoleon the star of the legion of 
honour. 

The reserve, composed of about 12,000 men, is com- 
manded by H.E.H. the Duke of Savoy. This young prince, 
remarkable for his bravery and frankness of manner, is 
adored by the soldiers. 

H.R.H. the Duke of Genoa has the general direction of 
the artillery. His peculiar talents, and the military 
education he has received, render him especially adapted to 
fill with distinction such an important situation. 

To the Major-General, the Count de Salasco, are confided 
the difficult and intricate functions of the head of the staff, 
which demand not only great capacity, but abo a consum- 
mate experience of all that conc^ns the art of war. 

The Major-General Baron Chiodo, a learned officer, 
commands the body of Eoyal Engineers. 

Before entering Lombardy the King published the 
following proclamation, — sole and glorious page in the 
archives of the monarchy ; — 

Lombards and Venetians ! 

''The destinies of Italy are maturing — ^a happier future 
smiles upon the intrepid defenders of despised rights. By 
sympathy of kindred, by knowledge of the times, by 
reciprocal \^ishes, we were amongst the first to join in the 
universal admiration awarded you by Italy. 

" Lombards and Venetians ! our arms, which were already 
concentrated upon your frontier while you were anticipating 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



INTEODUCnON. 5 

the deliverance of noble Milan^ are now ready as a final 
proof to bestow that aid which the brother expects from the 
brother, the friend from the friend. 

*' We will second your just demands, confiding in that 
Providence who has given Pio IX. to Italy; in that 
Providence who, by a miraculous impulse, has rendered Italy 
capable of acting for herself. 

" And to prove to you by outward signs our sentiments 
of Italian union, we command that our troops enter the 
territory of Lombardy and Venice, with the shield of Savoy 
upon the tricolour Italian flag. 

''Chaklbs Albeet. 

"Turin, 23d March, 1848." ^ 
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CHAPTER I. 



The King makea his entrance into Pavia — ^Description of that town — 
Lodi — ^The national guard — Codogno — ^The enthusiasm of a 
lady for the Italian cause — ^Tricolour cockades — ^Pizzighettone — 
Cremona — Reflections— Lombardy — Means of defence— Inten- 
tion of proclaiming the republic at Ghamberj — Conduct of the 
inhabitants — ^Plan of Badetzky — ^The company of students of 
the University of Turin — ^Intendant-General of the army, 

March 29th. — The King, Charles Albert, crosses the 
Ticino, and makes his entry into Pavia ; he has been received 
in this ancient capital of the Lombard kings with the 
greatest enthusiasm: the windows are decorated ;Bfdth 
tricolour flags, and the cry of " Yiva Italia 1^^ resounded from 
all parte* 

Pavia is 3itaated on the left side of the Ticino ; although 
shorn of its former splendour, it stiU retains the supremacy 
0f kaming in Italy by its schools and university. Amongst 
the most remarkable edifices in this town, I visited the 
dmrch of St. Michael, of gothic architecture, and the castle^ 
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10 CAMPAIGN OF LOMBAEUDT. 

metamorphosed into barracks ; this imposing edifice^ bnilt 
by a prince of the Visconti family, recals to mind scenes of 
dark tragedy, combats, and treasons. It was in this castle 
that 300 French soldiers, without artillery, defended them- 
selves against all the population and 4000 regular troops. 

The brigade of Savoy, after having filed off before the 
King, went to occupy the farms called Fosso-armato Our 
first station on the soil of Lombardy was truly rural; our 
supper consisted of a frugal portion of polenta without salt, 
and we passed the night in the stables. 

April 1st. — The Broglia division came to sojourn at 
Lodi. The inhabitants of this town appeared divided into 
many factions. I was ordered on watch under the orders 
of the Provisional Government : I performed the duty with 
the national guard, who received me very coldly, and gave 
me a prison for guard-house ; it was entirely destitute of 
furniture, not even a bench to sit upon. 

These gentlemen talked incessantly of Pio IX. and the 
Provisional Gbvemment of Lodi; some complained in 
whispers of the Milanese and the new order of things. In 
the evening, tired with having remained so long standing, 
I addressed myself to my associate, the commander of the 
national guard, and obtained, though not without difficulty, 
a chair, to pass the rest of the night less uncomfortably. 

April M, — ^Part of the brigade of Savoy and Novare 
cavalry repaired to Codogno, a lai^e market town, contain- 
ing eight thousand inhabitants : we were received with 
great cordiality. 

The women threw us flowers; but notwithstanding, there 
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were no cries heard but those of *'Viva Pio IX.! viva 
Teroica Milano !" In the evening, being at the caf6, I 
conversed for some time with a young and handsome lady, 
dressed in the Italian costume; she had on a beaver hat, 
with flowing black feathers, and ornamented with a tricolour 
cockade; a bodice of black velvet, and a silk petticoat of 
the same colour. This Amazon carried a dagger and pistol 
in her girdle. '' Sir" said she to me, " imitate the valour 
of the gallant Milanese, and you will surely vanquish the 
barbarians.^' " Madam,'* I answered, " I admire the courage 
of the Milanese ; but be assured that the history of Pied- 
mont furnishes sufficient examples of heroism and bravery, 
for it to suffice that we follow the footsteps of our fathers.'' 

A young and beautiful girl came to distribute tricolour 
cockades to all the officers who were at the cafe ; we imme- 
diately placed them upon our breasts. 

April 5th. — Departure. We traverse Pizzighettone, an 
ancient fortress, situated upon the borders of the Adda, 
built in 1123 by the Cremonese; it was here that Francis 
the Pirst was detained prisoner after the battle of Pavia. 
During the march we were overtaken by thirty horses, 
which the Milanese were sending to the King. 

The conductor told us that they had formerly belonged 
to the ex-7ice-King, the archduke Banieri. At every step 
we fell in with Italians deserting the army of Badetzky. 
About three o'clock in the afternoon we arrived at Cremona. 
The roads in the environs of this town were cut up by 
ditches and barricades. In the interior they had also made 
some preparations for defence, in order to make a strong 
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resistance should the enemy attempt the attack. We were 
most graciously recrived. 

Cremona^ built in the centre of a fertile plam, at a ^ort 
distance from the banks of the Po, contains about 80,000 
inhabitMits, which is a small number compared to the vast 
extent of the town. This ancient city, the origin of which 
is anterior to the conquest of " Gaule transpadane,'^ pos- 
sesses within its walls sumptuous palaces and beautiful 
churches. My admiration was vividly excited by the Bap- 
tistery and the Cathedral, one of the most remarkable in all 
Italy, and meriting to be visited by those tourists who pro- 
fess the culture of the beaux arU. Cremona has acted a 
prominent part in the history of Lombardy. In the middle 
ages it was so torn to pieces by the violence of the various 
parties, that it became the prey of civil war, and finally 
divided into two distinct towns : one belonged to the Ghi* 
belline faction, the other to the Guelphe ; a small stream 
that ran through Cremona served as their limits. 

Much less warlike than formerly, but more agreeaUe, 
this town has acquired in our days another species of cde* 
brity, by the perfection of its violins, and its mustard made 
with fruits. 

The young m^ of the town are almost all dressed in the 
new Italian costume of black velvet; they are turned like 
true brigands of Calabria : ihe carabine on the shoulder, 
the «abre at the side, ^stols and daggers at the waist. It 
k to be .lamented that such a formidable appearance is of 
no service to them, except to parade the staieets and public 
places. If this warlike dispostion extended itself beyond 
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the walls of their town, they might, with their knowledge 
of the country, make themselves very useful to the anny as 
sharp-shooters. 

This rich and magnificent plain of Lombardy, covered 
with com, rice, and pasturages, is probably one of the 
easiest to defend of all the countries of Europe. Its great 
lakes that bathe the foot of the Alps, its rivers that flow 
into the Po, form so many military lines. Numerous canals 
and deep ditches border the roads, and the fields are fenced 
with trees and hedges. The cavaby cannot make evolutions 
on such a soil, and the artillery-meet with obstacles at every 
step. 

April 6th. — ^The brigade of Savoy left Cremona at eleven 
o'clock in the morning, and arrived about five in the after- 
noon at Isola Dovarese, a province of Mantua. 

We have just heard a report whidi has very much pre- 
occupied all our minds. A band of disturbers, composed of 
French and Savoyard workmen, is arrived from Lyons, and 
has made an invasion at Chambery ; they proclaimed a re- 
public, which lasted seventeen hours. These dictators in 
blouses had formed the project of uniting the Duchy of 
Savoy to Prance. Eecovcred from their first stupor, the 
inhabitants of the town, and those of the surrounding 
ftifountains who had rushed thither, repulsed and dispersed 
these seditious people, of whom many were made prisoners. 
Our soldiers, impressed with sentiments of fidelity and 
attachment, received this news with the traditional cries of 
^'ViveleEoir 

The Austrians have abandoned the right side of the 
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Mincio, without disputing the positions of Castiglione, Lo- 
nato, and Solferino, where they had formerly made such a 
strong resistance in the wars against Bonaparte and Mas- 
sena. It appears that Eadetzky, on leaving Milan, had 
already the intention of retrenching himself upon the Adige. 
This line, protected by Verona and Legnago, is one of the 
most formidable; it will be difficult to carry : but of what 
avail are tactics against the impetuosity of a nation deter- 
mined to shake off the yoke of the oppressor ? The insur- 
rection, begun at Milan, is propagated : Venice is in open 
rebellion; the remainder of Lombardy and the Venetian 
States will without doubt follow the same example. 

The 7th April, sojourned at Asola, formerly a fortress 
belonging to the most serene republic of Venice : the next 
day the brigade of Savoy leaves for Solferino. I am com- 
manded, as escort to the treasure of the army, as far as 
Castiglione delle Stiviere. I went part of the way with the 
company of rifles, composed of students of the University of 
Turin, commanded by Lieutenant Cassinis, an officer of 
great merit. T was much affected in seeing all these young 
people, so ardently animated for the Italian cause, volunta- 
rily skcrificing the pleasures and comforts of life to expose 
themselves to all the dangers of a campaign, subject them- 
selves to severe discipline, and to all the hard privations of 
war. They sang in chorus patriotic hymns. A pale, fair, 
and delicate lad, who appeared hardly sixteen years old, and 
whom 1 advised to deposit his knapsack upon one of the 
waggons, answered me with a martial air, which forcibly 
contrasted with his physical weakness: — ^'Lieutenant, I 
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thank you; but I will not accept your kind offer, for I 
should be mortified at not making the whole route like your 
brave soldiers, the knapsack upon the back, the gun upon 
the shoulder, and the heart Ught as all good Italians ought 
to have it under these circumstances/^ Then, with an har- 
monious voice, he began to chant this magnificent national 
hymn of Mamelli^s : — 

"rrateUidltalia, 
L'ltalia a'6 desta, 
Dell'eimo di Scipio 
S'fe cinta la testa," &c. &c. 

Upon my arrival at Castiglione deUe Stiviere, where were 
the head quarters of the King, I consigned the treasure to 
the Intendant-General of the army, the Colonel Count Ap- 
piani ; he is a man advanced in years, and has the reputa- 
tion of being a good administrator. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Coml^ats of Goito, Monzambaao, and Borghetto — Passage of the 
Mincio — Occupation of Valleggio— Description of Monzambono 
—The Mincio— Indifference of the inhabitants— Band Torres- 
Description of Peschiera — Charles Albert threatens the garrison 
of that fortress — General Nugent — ^Major Trotti taken prisoner 
by the Austrians — ^Distribution of medals — Obsequies of the 
soldier quaranta at Montechiaro — Pestival al the Emperor of 
Austria — Observations made by the King as far as the walls of 
Mantua — The troops of Parma — General Jean Durando — 
Departure from Monzambano — Rencounter of a battalion of the 
brigade of Savoy with a body of Austrians — ^Villefranche. 

Having heard that our troops were preparing to occupy the 
line of the Mincio, I hastened to rejoin my brigade, ordered 
towards Monzambano. The same day (the 8th April), 
General Bava, conunanding the second body of the army, 
had taken possession of the bridge of Goito. Here is the 
relation of this brilliant action, with which we opened the 
war; it was related to me by an eye-witness : — 

The evening of the 7th April, the first division of troops, 
commanded by General Bava, was encamped at about three 
miles and a half distant from Goito, an ancient town upon 
the borders of the Mincio, between Peschiera and Mantua. 
The night was cold and rainy ; the soldiers, not yet accus- 
tomed to the hardships of war, were overcome with weari- 
ness ; provisions were scarce. The next morning, it being 
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rumoured in the camp that we were going to attack the 
Austrians, the soldiers shouted with joy, for they had for 
many days been waiting with the greatest impatience to find 
themselves face to face with the enemy. The troops began 
their march about nine o'clock. Arrived in sight of Goito^ 
the second company of riflemen, together with a platoon of 
Aoste cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant Franchelli, were 
pushed forward and fell in with the Tyrolians, who, hid 
behind the trees and bushes, were watching our movements. 
After exchanging some shots, the latter were forced to re- 
treat. The battle was engaged. Colonel de la Marmora 
commanded the rifles : one platoon was under the orders of 
Lieutenant Joseph Lions ; the other conducted by Captain 
Testa and the Chevalier Galli della Mantica. The enem/s 
sharpshooters being dispersed, Lieutenant Lions rushed 
boldly on Goito. The gallant Colonel de la Marmora, while 
animating the soldiers by his voice and example, was struck 
by a ball, which crushed his lower jaw, and forced to aban- 
don the fight. A few moments after, the Chevalier Galli 
was mortally wounded. lions, placed in a favourable posi- 
tion, from whence the soldiers fired upon the Austrians with 
inconceivable boldness, continued to keep the enemy at a 
distance, when the Major Marquis Maccarani, with the bat- 
tahon of marines, came to his relief. The Imperialists take 
to flight in disorder : arrived at the borders of the Mincio, 
they endeavour to rally and dispute the passage. The com- 
bat was furious. Major Maccarani was wounded and 
thrown from his horse, and the young under-lieutenant 
Wright mortally wounded in the head. 
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The Austriaiis, attacked with fresh impetuosity by a bat- 
talion of the brigade of the Queen, were forced to pass the 
bridge, which they executed, destroying an arch. The firing 
continued on both sides, notwithstanding which our brave 
gunners advanced a cannon as far as the entrance to the 
bridge, making use of the right hand parapet, which had 
remained uninjured. Some soldiers of the marines, of the 
rifles, and the regiment of the Queen, bore down upon the 
left side of the Mincio, firing upon the enem/s artillerymen, 
who retreated precipitately, leaving a cannon at our dis- 
posal. 

M. Emile Ferrero, captain of engineers, according to the 
orders of General Bava, caused the bridge to be repaired 
with all possible expedition, notwithstanding the fire of the 
Austrians. 

Tlie passage being re-established, the remainder of the 
division pursued the enemy, who retreated into Mantua. 
Our killed aud wounded in this day amounted to forty-eight 
men : we made thirty-eight prisoners, not including twenty- 
four Italians who deserted to join our ranks. 

Besides the officers above mentioned, the following were 
also particularly distinguished : the General Marquis d'Ar- 
villars, Captain Griffini, a soldier of the 9th regiment, Berta, 
who, having a leg shot off, shouted several times " Vive le 
Roi!" Milanese, a corporal of artillery; Martin, corpo- 
ral of the rifles; Eecchio, quartermaster; and Paccio, a 
soldier of the 10th regiment, who made several prisoners. 

The day following this happy victory (9th April), the 
division of Lieutenant-General Count Broglia arrived in 
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three columns upon the heights near Monzambano, a small 
town on the right of the Mincio, not far from Peschiera. 
At our approach the enemy evacuated this village, and in 
retreating upon the left side set fire to the bridge. Our 
first care on entering the country was to repair it. The 
Austrians then began to fire upon us with half a battery, to 
prevent our labours. Our first battery of horse artillery, 
and the first deposition, under the orders of Major Filippa, 
kept the enemy at about a thousand metres distant from 
the Mincio, whilst the reparations of the bridge were going 
on under the direction of the Captains of engineers, Bocci 
and Morand. In this operation a platoon of the first regi- 
ment, under the command of the under-Lieutenant Jacquier, 
were particularly distinguished, giving proofs both of 
courage and intelligence. 

As soon as the bridge was practicable the rifles rushed 
upon the left bank, followed by the first regiment, and a 
battalion of the 16th, commanded by Colonel de Boyl. It 
was about five in the afternoon. The enemy, seeing we 
were mustering strong, retired behind the hills opposite 
Monzambano. 

Our soldiers, animated by the most ardent warlike spirit, 
insisted upon pursuing them, and driving them from the 
positions they occupied; but the orders of General de 
Sonnaz were to stop, and not to venture imprudently, at the 
close of day, in a labyrinth of valleys and hills unknown 
to us. 

We had only two wounded : the Marquis Marazzani, cap- 
tain of the staff of the army ; and a soldier of Savoy, who 
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had his arm taken off by a ball. " What a pity V' said this 
poor young man while they were dressing his wound ; " here 
am I invalided, and I can no longer fight against the Aus- 
trians/^ 

The same day, about half-past two o'clock. Colonel Mol- 
lard, at the head of two battalions of the second regiment, 
and half a batteiy under the orders of Captain Avogadro, 
entered Borghetto, a village to the right of Monzambano, and 
opposite Yalleggio. The bridge across the Mincio was 
broken ; it was repaired in haste with a few planks. The 
lieutenant of grenadiers, Pelissiers, headed his platoon, fol- 
lowed by Sergeant Blanc and the grenadier Gerdil. They 
had hardly passed to the other side, when a ball destroyed 
the planks. In consequence of this accident they might 
have fallen into the hands of the enemy ; but they had the 
presence of mind to hide themselves in a house in the vi- 
cinity, and afterwards availed themselves of the darkness of 
night to take a boat and join their troop. 

Our troops being much exposed to the Austrian artillery. 
Colonel MoUard ordered us to take up our position upon 
the heights, opposite the ruins of the castle of Valleggio. 
The next morning the bridge was reconstructed, to allow 
the artillery to pass. The enemy having effected their re- 
treat, the troops of Borghetto crossed the Mincio on the 
11th, and entered Valleggio, where our vanguard dispersed 
a detachment of hussars, which was escorting the forage. 
This position was then occupied by five battalions and a 
battery, under the direction of the Major-General of the 
brigade of Savoy, the Baron d'Ussillon. 
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Monzambano is a small and picturesque village^ but 
without resources ; it is difficult to obtain provisions. No 
newspapers ; no tobacco for the smokers ; detestable coffee. 
The only possible distraction one can have in this country is 
admiring the current of the Mincio : this graceful river, im- 
mortalized by Virgil, flows into the lake of Mantua, limpid 
and unruffled as that of an English park, between two flowery 
banks, shaded by poplars and weeping willows. But not- 
withstanding its romantic position, one is soon weary of 
admiring it when one is suffering from hunger, and that 
one sleeps on the mud, exposed to all the inclemency of the 
weather ! 

The population of the province of Mantua appears very 
lukewarm in the cause of national independence. Every 
day we expected to see our numbers increased by the arrival 
of Lombard and Venetian volunteers; but hitherto our 
hopes have been deluded. 

The band of Torres is dissolved ; his comrades accuse him 
of having made a speculation on their pay. 

April 12th. — ^This morning I made an excursion upon 
the hills near Fonti ; from thence one distinguishes perfectly 
the lake of Gbrda and Peschiera. This fortress, built by 
the Venetians after the plan of the celebrated engineer San 
Micheli, is situated at the southern extremity of the lake 
Garda, at the source of the Mindo ; it possesses a popula- 
tion of about 1200 souls, not including the garrison, con- 
sisting of 1800 soldiers, commanded by General Bath, a 
veteran more than 80 years old. 

Peschiera is of a pentagon shape, flanked by five bastions. 
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The body of the place is defended on the outside by some 
modern works, the principal of which are — towards Brescia 
the fort Salvi, on the side of Verona the fort Mandelli. 
The waters of the Mincio overflow into the moats, and 
powerfully contribute to the defence of the fortress. 

Peschiera was besieged in 1801 by General Chasseloup, 
with only a division of 4,000 men and thirty pieces of ord- 
nance. The siege took place in the month of January. It 
was only after fourteen days of open trench that they were 
in a situation to begin to make a breach. They were pre- 
paring to open the fire when the treaty of Luneville, which 
re-established the Cisalpine republic, put an end to the hos- 
tilities, and forced the Austrian garrison to evacuate the 
place. Peschiera serves as a point d'appui to the line of 
the Mincio and the operations to be executed in order to 
cut the road to the Tyrol, and interrupt the direct route of 
Verona to Breschia. 

April 15th. — The King having intelligence that the gar- 
rison of this fortress was composed in a great manner of 
Italian troops, who were supposed to be entirely disheartened, 
proposed to hazard an attack with the field artillery, pro- 
tected by the brigade of Pignerol. To this effect they 
united twelve pieces of ordnance, composed of six heavy 
guns and six fieldpieces, besides eight howitzers. After 
having fired several shots, which succeeded in dismounting 
some of the enemy^s pieces, we sent a herald to order the 
Austrian commander to surrender; but this proposition was 
rejected with a noble reply by General Eath. 

We must not blindly give credit to those who assert that 
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the Imperialists, struck with a panic, would have capitulated 
at the j&rst cannon-shot, and at the sound of the Piedmon- 
tese drums. 

Unfortunately we no longer live in times when the walls 
of towns fell at the sound of the trumpets. 

In this da/s battle the King displayed a courage almost 
amounting to rashness, and kept in view the military opera- 
tions with his usual calmness and sang-froid^ notwithstand- 
ing the cannon balls that continually fell near him and his 
escort. 

It is reported that Nugent is to arrive to reinforce Ea- 
detzky : this is the same general who, at the time of the 
invasion in 1815, promised the independence of Italy in 
his proclamations, dated from Simini. I have been told 
that his son is one of the most ardent promoters of our 
freedom and liberal institutions. 

April 14th. — Major Trotti, of the Pignerol brigade, having 
imprudently walked close under the walls of Peschiera, was 
made prisoner. 

The 15th instant the King arrived at Monzambano, to 
distribute recompences to all those of the Broglia division 
who had distinguished themselves in the engagements of 
the 9th, 10th, and 11th of April. Many received medals 
for having simply performed their duty. As we are only at 
the beginning of the campaign, they wish to encourage the 
army. 

April l9th. — A .soldier of the brigade of Piedmont, 
named Tiouis Quaranta, has expired at the hospital of Monte- 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



24 CAMPAIGN OF LOMBABDT. 

chiaro. All the authorities of the district^ the clergy and 
national guard, accompanied his bier. Such respect paid to 
the memory of a common soldier proves the sympathy of 
the inhabitants of Montechiaro for the defenders of the 
Itahan cause. 

The resounding of the cannon at Peschiera give us notice 
that the Austrians are celebrating the birthday of their 
beloved emperor. All day long they have fired upon our 
camp. One would almost think that they intended only to 
make us aware of their rejoicing, as we had not the slightest 
accident to lament. 

The same day Charles Albert left Volta at the head of a 
division, composed of the brigades of Casal, Aoste, and a 
battalion of rifles, and two batteries, and took the road to 
Mantua, to facilitate the conjunction of the Boman and 
Tuscan troops with our army. 

About ten o^clock in the morning part of tiie garrison 
made a sally from the town to attack our allies. The Pied- 
montese arrived in time to obstruct this project. The 
battle is begun near the sanctuary of the Graces and 
Curtatone. The enemy is forced to give up the ground. 
The Tuscans, united with the Piedmontese, pursue them as 
far as the walls of Mantua. The artillery resounded from 
both sides, but with very different success: our troops 
experienced no losses, whilst the enemy had several 
artillerymen killed, and some cannons destroyed. The 
design of this demonstration was also to reanimate the 
minds of the inhabitants of the town, and to prove to them 
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our wish of delivering them. In surveying the outposts, the 
King observed several waggons leaving Mantua, preceded by 
a cross, and followed by those collecting the dead and 
wounded. At this sight he ordered his troops to suspend 
the hostilities, being unwilling to interrupt this act of 
piety and humanity. 

On the 22d of April, at three in the morning, ten 
battalions of infantry, eight squadrons of cavalry, and two 
batteries and a half, went to reconnoitre near .Villafranca, 
but they were not so fortunate as to fall in with the enemy. 

April 23d, Easter Sunday, at three o^clock in the after- 
noon, the troops of Parma came to increase our forces : 
they consist of 1500 infantry, 30 horsemen excellently 
mounted, and 4 guns. The soldiers are fine men> with 
intelligent countenances. 

The Parmesans have played a distinguished part in the 
military history of Italy: Alexander Farnese, Duke of 
Parma, was one of the greatest commanders of his time. 

General Durando, commanding the Eoman troops in 
Lombardy, has just published a proclamation, in which he 
compares this war to the league of Lombardy, Pio IX. to 
Alexander III., and concludes with these words — " God is 
with us.'^ 

Durando, a native of Mondovi, who began his military 
career in the service of the King, was compromised, for 
political reasons, in 1831. He exiled himself, and fought 
for many years in Belgium, Portugal, and Spain. 

At last we quit Monzambano, and get rid of this sad 
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state of inaction, experiencing all the privations and fatigues 
of war, without the exciting emotions and glory. At day- 
break we effected the passage of Mincio, and arrived 
about nine o'clock at the gates of Villefranche. At the 
moment the soldiers were piling up arms, the alarm is 
given — a sharp firing is heard in the distance, which proved 
' to be the sharp-shooters of the 1st regiment of infantry 
attacking a detachment of the enemy. A battalion and 
squadron were immediately sent in aid of ours. After a 
slight resistance, the Austrians, finding themselves inferior 
in numbers, retreated, leaving upon the road several dead 
and wounded. 

In this skirmish we made about thirty prisoners. The 
Chevalier de Briangon, under-lieutenant in Novare cavalry, 
had a horse killed under him. Victor Eichard, lieutenant 
in the 1st regiment, commanding a platoon of sharpshooters, 
distinguished himself f6r the boldness with which he 
engaged the combat and pursued the enemy. Major Saxel, 
who directed the expedition, received the silver medal. 

At noon we entered Villefranche, and encamped in the 
streets. Towards two o'clock a violent storm burst forth; 
but the soldiers, who were in hourly hope of encountering 
the Austrians, were so exhilarated with this expectation, 
that they bore the pelting shower joyfcdly, and did not even 
think of lighting fires to dry their clothes. 

Villefranche is a pretty town, built in the midst of a 
fertile plain, wliich extends from the foot of the hiUs of 
Valleggio and Sommacampagna. The streets are wide, the 
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houses elegant, and built with symmetry : there prevails 
throughout an air of ease and comfort. At the extremity 
of the town, towards the gate of Goito, is situated an ancient 
and vast castle, surrounded by moats, and defended by 
walls with high and gloomy embrasures ; they were built 
by the Veronese, then at war with the inhabitants of 
Mantua, according to the orders of Podestfi. Solihguerra, 
lord of Ferrara. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The Broglia division occupies the heights of Falazzaolo and St. 
Justine — ^The brigade of Piedmont driye back the enemy to 
Pacengo and CJola— The death and sublime prayer of a soldier- 
Observations on modem soldiers — CJombat of St. Justine — 
Intrepidity of the 3d battalion of the 1st regiment of Infantry- 
Cruelty of an Austrian oflScer— The epaulets— Visit of the Duke 
of Savoy— Alertes— Battle of Pastrengo— The Chevalier Ernest 
Biccardi— Captain Delavenay — Austrian prisoners — XJnder- 
Lieutenant L6on Cocatrix— Zeal of the soldier Perrier— The 
justice of the King and of the Army towards the brigade of 
Savoy— The Marquis Bevilacqua— Second batterie de position — 
The brigade of Aoste— The Chevalier Paul Biccardi— General 
Bes takes possession of Piovezzano— Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
invalides, M. Buglion— Aerial voyage— Pocket-book of an 
Austrian officer. 

April 28th. — After having passed two days at Villafranche, 
and employing the time in making observations on the en- 
virons, the third division receives the order to occupy the 
positions of St. Justine and Palazzuolo, in order to prevent 
the garrison of Verona from communicating with Peschiera. 

My battalion, which forms the extreme left of the line, is 
encamped in a vineyard, upon the declivity of a small hilL 
At our feet extends a vast plain, reaching as far as the 
marshes of Venice : we distinctly perceive the town of 
Verona and her formidable enclosure of fortifications : at 
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our left are the rivers Adige and Bivoli, celebrated by the 
victory of Napoleon. 

A sharp firing was heard in the course of the day towards 
Peschiera; it was the brigade of Piedmont that, under the 
orders of the brave general Bes, was vigorously repulsing 
the enemy from the villages of Pacengo and Cola, situated 
near the lake Garda. The Austrians were two to one ; but 
Ihe bravery of our soldiers made up for the inequality of 
numbers. The Imperialists, notwithstanding their energeticr 
resistance, were forced to give up their positions. The 
brigade of Piedmont, in this brilliant engagement, had only 
29 wounded, four of whom afterwards expired of their 
wounds. The major of artillery, Alphonse de la Marmora, 
who was reconnoitring towards Sandra, put to flight two 
squadrons of Hussars. 

Whilst I was supping upon a piecd of black bread, 
offered me by my sergeant, a soldier named Buret by 
accident discharged his gun, and fell at my feet with his 
skull fractured. I stooped immediately to assist him, but 
death was almost instantaneous ; some soldiers surrounded 
him murmuring the prayers for the dead. It was an 
afflicting scene to see this young man perish the victim of 
such a cruel accident, without the glory attached to him 
who sacrifices his life for his country. This soldier was. 
held as an example for his good conduct : upon him was 
found a prayer-book, probably the gift of his mother : in 
the first page the following invocation was written in ink : — 
" My God ! watch over my parents, and protect our army.'' 
This sublime and short prayer is characteristic of the modem 
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soldier. Now our armies are no longer composed, as 
formerly, of despicable mercenaries and libertines; each 
regiment is no longer an assemblage of vagabonds and 
adventurers : our troops, at once citizens and soldiefs, glory 
in uniting virtue with courage. 

April 29th.— At eight o'clock this morning, notice was 
given to our major, M. Mudry, that a column of nearly five 
thousand men were preparing to attack us> to clear tliiBm- 
•selves a passage across the hills, and go to the relief of the 
troops attacked by tlie brigade of Piedmont. M. Mudry 
immediately ordered to arms, ascended the hill, and ordered 
forward the sharp-shooters. A Kvely firing commenced; 
our soldiers are impatient to confront themselves with the 
Austrians : we begin by detaching some platoons to protect 
the scouting party; but the firing becomes more brisk, 
and the numbers of the enemy increase : then the third 
battalion rushes forward, and spreads over the hills and 
valleys. Our brave Savoyards performed prodigies of 
valour, and proved themselves as warlike as old soldiers 
who had already been engaged in numerous battles. 

The soldier CurteUn, of the 2d Light Foot, expired at my 
side, exclaiming, " I am resigned to die, for I have killed 
two Austrians." Mercier, of the same troop, at the head 
of eight of his comrades, pursued twenty Tyrolians. 

A private of the 1st company of Light Foot killed an officer 
who had, by dint of blows with the butt end of his musket, 
put to death one of our wounded soldiers. This young 
officer, whose corpse I saw, was a very handsome man. 
The soldier who stripped him showed me a ring, on which 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



CAMPAIGN OF LOMBARDY. 31 

were engraved armorial bearings, surmounted by a coronet. 
His action, notwithstanding, was unworthy of a man of 
honour. 

At half-past one o'clock we had already made several 
prisoners ; the firing continued still on the enem/s side ; 
although deprived of artillery, we continued to advance. 

Captain Charbonneau receives three shots, — 

two on the top of his cap, and one in his cloak, worn as a 
shoulder-belt. The Tyrolians aim especially at the officers ; 
many have left off their epaulets, not to serve as a mark, 
and also because they are very inconvenient for sleeping in 
encampments. 

After six hours of desperate fighting, two battalions of 
our brigade came to our relief, and the Austrians imme- 
diately sounded the retreat. The brigade of Coni, which 
was at Sandra, was also engaged in this action. 

The Duke of Savoy, the head of our corps, and com- 
manding the reserve, did us the honour of visiting our 
camp. He is everywhere received with shouts of " Vive le 
Due de Savoie !" repeated thousands of times. 

It was impossible for us to repose ourselves during ths 
night ; we have eight alertes ; our sentinels have not yet 
acquired that sang-froid so essential : this is a great incon- 
venience, for in war-time sleep is too indispensable to be 
needlessly forfeited. The soldier who has not slept is de- 
prived of force to endure fatigue, and both body and mind 
must consequently suffer. 

April 30th. — ^The King, informed of the successes ob- 
tained on the 28th and 29th instant, forms the scheme of 
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entirely destroying the troop come out of Verona, and 
taking possession of the strong positions of Pastrengo, from 
whence the Austrians might have communication with 
Peschiera, and among our flanks. With this intention he 
ordered a body of the army, commanded by General de 
Sonnaz, to march in that direction. It was composed of 
the following troops : — ^the brigades of the guards, Savoy, 
Piedmont, and Coni; the body of Parmesans; and the 
cavalry of the second body of the army or division. 

Pastrengo is a small village, situated upon a hill, between 
the positions of St. Justine and the Adige. At eight 
o'clock in the morning, the brigade of Savoy, having its 
station relieved by part t)f the brigade of the guards, placed 
itself on the extreme right of the first line, towards Busso- 
lengo. The left side of the army was directed upon Pacengo, 
situated on the borders of the lake Garda. 

The action began at eleven in the morning. Our troops, 
powerfully assisted by the artillery, drive the enemy from all 
the positions they occupied, and enter victoriously into 
Pastrengo about four in the afternoon, and take possession 
of all the heights which overlook the Adige, General 
D'Aspre and the Archduke Sigismond were present at this 
action. Had we only pursued the Austrians on the left 
bank, our success would have been complete ; for they were 
so disheartened, they would have opposed but a slight re- 
sistance. The King and the Duke of Savoy were always to 
be seen in the most exposed spots. The guards behaved in 
the most admirable manner. The Chevalier Ernest Biccardi, 
an officer of this body, followed by a platoon of grenadiers. 
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amongst whom were some riflemen, some soldiers of Savoy, 
and some Parmesans, pursued the enemy, as sharp-shooters, 
as far as the pass of the Adige. The Marquis de la Eovere, 
with the 6th company and part of the 7th, followed the 
movement, and advanced much beyond Pastrengo. The 
quartermasters Castesio and Haubourg, as well as the 
sergeant Amaud, of the same brigade, distinguished them- 
selves by their boldness and valour. The gallant major 
Alphonse de la Marmora, at the head of a detachment of 
Piedmont royal cavalry and half a battery of horse artillery, 
put to the rout a column of infantry at Pastrengo, and 
completely vanquished several companies of sharp-shooters 
at Piovezzano. Captain Cigala, Lieutenant Aribaldi, and 
the lieutenant of artillery Bottacco, were particularly distin- 
guished in this engagement for their gallant conduct. 

The 1st regiment of the brigade of Savoy, conducted by 
the Chevalier de Boyl, rapidly take possession of several 
stations, and clear the road for the army to enter Pastrengo. 
Captain Delaveiaay, commanding the 2d company of 
grenadiers of the 1st regiment, by order of the colonel, 
advances with a platoon against an Austrian company, who 
had surprised one of our scouting parties scattered about 
as sharp-shooters, and, rusliing boldly on the enemy, attacks 
them with the bayonet, presses hard upon them, and seizing 
an officer, forces him, under pain of death, to give up his 
sword, and to make his soldiers lay down their arms. 
Struck as if with a panic, the Austrians surrender them- 
selves prisoners : they were in number 149, including three 
officers. Captam Delavenay was ably seconded in this en- 
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terprise by his lieutenant, M. Parpillat. The sharp-shooters 
of the 1st regiment fought with intrepidity, and repulsed 
the enemy in many places. 

A scouting party were preparing to make an entrance 
into a farm where several Croats had taken refuge, when 
the under-lieutenant, Cocatrix, an intrepid officer, advanced 
the first to force the door. He was just accomphshing this 
perilous task, when a soldier named Benoit Perrier, a native 
of Pont Beauvasin, held him back, and threw himself before 
him. At the moment the door gave way under his efforts 
he fell dead, wounded in the chest with three shots, ex- 
claiming, " I am content to have saved the life of my 
officer V' One is happy and proud to command such men : 
vigorous as the eternal oaks of their mountains, they unite 
heroic courage Tvdth ardent affection. 

The Captains Charbonneau, Perrier, and Sergeant Balzo, 
gave many proofs of courage and sang-froid. 

In the order of the day, the conduct of the brigade of 
Savoy is entirely unnoticed ; but Charles Albert and the 
army, more equitable, have compensated for this neglect. 
When we pass, all the other regiments greet us with the 
cry of " Vive Savoie !" and the King himself has done us 
the honour to repeat these same words in reply to our 
^' vivats'^ addressed to him. 

The regiment of Piedmont royal has to deplore the loss 
of the Marquis de Bevilacqua, a young man enthusiastic in 
the Italian cause. He belonged to one of the first families 
of Brescia, and had only a few days entered the service. 

All the second " batterie de position,^' commanded by 
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the Marquis de Cortanze, merited an honourable mention in 
the order of the day, for the brilliant manner in which it 
co-operated at the taking of Pastrengo. 

Whilst the Austrians were obliged to fall back upon the 
Adige, an enem/s column, 8000 strong, issued from Verona, 
and came under the village of Somma-Campagna, with the 
intention of occupying the heights of Sona, Palazzuolo, 
St. Justine, and thus to make a diversion ; but, the avant- 
posts of the rifles having warned the Marquis Sommariva of 
their approach, this general hastened thither with a regiment 
of Aoste infantry and some pieces of cannon, which sufficed 
to force the enemy to retire. 

A similar attempt was repulsed at the Osteria del Bosco, 
between Sona and Palazzuolo, by the artillery captain, 
M. Paul Biccardi, who allowed the Austrian column to 
advance within reach of the cannon, and then put them to 
the rout by a discharge of grape-shot. 

The same day General Bes entered Piovezzano with his 
brigade, and completely defeated a body of the enemy very 
superior in numbers. Amongst the officers of Piedmont 
distinguished in this affair, are cited the Captain Boccabadati, 
Lieutenant Peirone — wounded in the foot, and Lieutenant 
Ssettone — wounded in the shoulder. 

M. de Biller, lieutenant of the 4th company of rifles, also 
distinguished himself. The Sergeants Durio and Bosio, of 
the same corps, gave proofs of bravery and intelligence. 

The lieutenant-colonel of the " Livalides,^' M. Buglion, 
followed our division as a volunteer. Notwithstanding his 
advanced age, he let off his musket, and seemed as active as 
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our young and intrepid riflemen. During the siege of 
Peschiera, Lieutenant-Colonel Buglion used to accompany 
our sharp-shooters to fire at the enem/s sentinels. Although 
wounded in the ear, nevertheless he insisted on joining the 
expedition to Bivoli, where he received a wound in the leg. 
As a recompense for his valour, he received the silver medal. 
The Count Martini, delegate of the Provisional Government 
of Milan ; the Count Cesar Balbo, president of the council 
of ministers ; and the Marquis Balbi Piovera, accompanied 
the King as volunteers in this da/s action. 

In the pocket-book of an Austrian officer killed at 
Pastrengo, was found a letter began before the battle, in 
which was written, amongst other things, *^ It is truly 
abominable how we are left to the slaughter. The Pied- 
montese artillery makes the most dreadful ravages daily in 
our ranks. I am half afraid of not returning to Austria.^' 

We passed the night upon the heights of Pastrengo. 
The fires of the enemy's encampment, upon the left side of 
the Adige, were very close to our out-posts. An enchanting 
view, which would have inspired the genius of a painter, or 
the imagination of a poet, unfolded itself before our eyes, 
made visible by the fantastic light of the moon. 

The victory of Pastrengo is^f the greatest importance. 
We have interrupted communication between Verona and 
Peschiera. The taking of this last fortress can only now 
be a question of time. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Buzzolengo— The King's guard — ^We resume our stations— The in- 
habitants and garrison of Verona— The Tuscan troops under 
Mantua repulse a sally of the enemy— Captain Longoni— 
Description of Verona— The Piedmontese army marches upon 
that town— Santa-Lucia — Croce-Bianca et San Massimo — ^Attack 
of General Scherer in 1799— Battle of Santa-Lucia— Bravery of 
the brigades of the guards, Aoste and Savoy — Attack of Croce- 
Bianca— 16th regiment of infantry— Conduct of the King — 
Intrepidity of the Duke of Savoy— Losses— Reflections— Retreat 
of Broglia division— The transports and the wounded — Funeral 
service— Bulletin of the Austrian army. 

May 1st. — The brigade of Savoy and part of the Broglia 
division are stationed at Buzzolengo, a large town on the 
banks of the Adige, between Pastrengo and Verona. The 
King came there to pass the day. The captain of the 
guards having inquired if he would have, as usual, 100 
grenadiers to form his body guard, Charles Albert answered, 
that he wished this number- of men to be composed of sol- 
diers taken from all the companies ; thus proving that he 
considered the brigade of Savoy as a distinguished body. 
The King inhabits a mean house belonging to a grocer. 
The Austrians occupy the left side of 'the Adige. In case 
of a surprise, we have barricaded the commencements of all 
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the streets, and placed artillery at the entrances of the 
village. The night passed without " alertes.*' 

May Sd. — ^The Austrians approach Buzzolengo. We 
return in haste to regain our positions of St. Justine. 

May 4th. — The weather is dreadful; the rain falls in 
torrents. In the night the cold was so intense, that I got 
up several times to warm myself at the fire of the kitchens. 
I change my battalion, and am placed in the 1st company 
of grenadiers, commanded by Major MoUard, who, notwith- 
standing his new rank, continues still to exercise the 
functions of captain. 

They say that the inhabitants of Verona, exasperated at 
the tyranny of the Austrian government, only await a 
favourable moment to revolt. They also add, that 5000 
Italians, collected in this place, will desert on the first 
occasion ; that 4000 Hungarians, hearing of the liberal 
tendency that agitates their country, will refuse to fight fgr 
a cause so at variance with their opinions. I give Uttle 
credit to these reports ; but, nevertheless, there is nothing 
improbable in these assertions. 

We understand that the Tuscan troops, consisting of 
about 4000 men, under the orders of General d'Arco Ferrari, 
having been attacked in their camp under Mantua by some 
columns of the eneiny, made a slirong resistance, and obliged 
them to re-ent€r the town, after experiencing couwsiderable 
losses. The Tuscans were upon the point of seizing a gun, 
when a troop advanced, bearing the tricoloured flag, crying, 
" Vive ritaUe !'^ " Vive Pio IX. \" 

At this proof of brotherhood our allies halted: a dis- 
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charge of muskets soon revealed to them that they were the 
dupes of treachery. By means of this vile stratagem the 
enemy succeeded in saving their cannon. 

The company called Carlo Alberto, composed of volun- 
teers from Mantua, commanded by the Chevalier Longoni, 
captain of the rifles, distinguished itself a few days ago in 
an attack near Govemolo. 

From the heights of Palazzuolo one perceives Verona, 
majestically seated at the foot of the Tyrolean mountains. 
This town dates its origin from the time of the Bomans. 
Julius Csesar here founded a colony. The Adige crosses it 
in describing a curve, and separates it into two unequal 
parts, which communicate by three bridges. 

Verona consists of about 50,000 inhabitants. By its 
position it is considered one of the strategiques points of 
the valley of the Adige. The ancient enclosing walls, 
of which there still remain some traces, were raised by the 
Scaligeri, the seigniors of the town. In 1525, the cele- 
brated engineer, San Micheli, built new fortifications, the 
first that had been constructed on the bastion system. 

Since 1814, the Austrians have continually laboured to 
render this place impregnable. Towers, called Maxi- 
milliennes, protect the upper part of the town ; the base is 
defended by fortifications, called Bastions a la Camot, in 
which were made numerous apertures, affording a safe 
passage to columns of infantry or cavalry, which greatly 
facilitates the means of repelling those who assault the place. 
In the surrounding country are made a vast number of 
trenches to defend the access. 
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In the hope of determiniiig the Austrians to give battle, 
or perhaps believing in the rumour of a revolt concerted 
between the inhabitants and some troops of the garrison, 
the King orders the army to advance upon Verona. 

May 6th. — At the dawn of day, the troops quitted the. 
positions they occupied on the heights between Pastrengo 
and Goito, and made a descent upon the plain, animated 
with joyous ardour. The right wing of the army was com- 
manded by General Ferrere, who had under his orders the 
brigade of Casal and Acqui, and two batteries of artillery. 
This body was supported by the division of cavalry Oliveri. 
The centre, where was the King, was composed of the 
Aoste brigade, the guards, battalion of marines, and GrifiSni 
company. The avant-guard, formed of the Sala division of 
cavalry, the brigades of Coni and the Queen, was directed 
by the Duke of Savoy. The left wing, under the orders of 
General Broglia, was composed of the third division. The 
centre of the army advanced, leaving the two wings 
behind. 

The villages of Santa Lucia, Croce-bianca, and San 
Massimo, form a third range of advanced posts,* of 
which we must become masters before penetrating into 
Verona. 

It was not without great bloodshed that, in 1799> the 
republican troops, under Scherer, attacked these positions. 
The Polish legion, crushed by the enemy's fire, was forced 
to retreat; the 15th regiment of light foot, that supported 
it, charged by the Imperial hussars, was repulsed in its turn, 
and left upon the ground many dead and wounded. San 
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Massimo, taken and retaken seven times by the French and 
Austriansy finally remained in the hands of these latter. 

The ^attempts of our army met with no better success 
than those of Scherer. Our troops, directed against the 
entrenchments in dry stone, behind which the enemy was 
sheltered, are struck down with grapeshot and a well-sus- 
tained fire of musketry. 

In the attack of Santa Lucia, a battalion of the guards, 
notwithstanding the raking of the artillery, force an entrance 
into a station occupied by the enemy, and oblige them to 
retire. A regiment of Aoste brigade scale the walls of a 
cemetry, where the Imperialists were lying in ambush, dis- 
arm several soldiers, and seize with incredible boldness the 
stock of the muskets resting upon the edge of the walls to 
take better aim. 

The difliculties only serve to augment the courage of the 
Kedmontese; they overcome the obstruction that separates 
them from the enemy, rush boldly into the cemetry, and, 
attacking the Austrians with the bayonet, make a dreadful 
slaughter. 

The under-Lieutenants Torazzo di Castelnuovo and La- 
costa, standard-bearers in the brigade of the guards, were 
the first to cHmb the parapets of Santa Lucia. The light 
foot guards, conducted by Major Cappai, seize by force 
the farm called Pellegrina. 

Two battalions of the second regiment, and one of the 
first, under the orders of Colonel Mollard, were sent to 
attack the village of Croce-bianca, which was barricaded and 
defended by artillery. My company was at the head of the 
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column ; we crossed some fields planted with mulberry trees, 
and traversed by blocks of stone in the shape of walls, which 
we were constantly obliged to scale. Arrived within mus- 
ket shot of the enemy, we are received by a terrible dis- 
charge of grape shot. We remained under the fire for more 
than an hour, calm and unmoved, without the possibility of 
advancing, being destitute of artillery. At last the orders 
arrived to retire and abandon such a murderous enterprise, 
in which we must infallibly have perished. 

The third battalion of the second regiment, on guard at a 
. battery placed on the high road from Verona to Peschiera, 
also suffered very much. 

We had about 80 dead and 150 wounded, amongst 
whom were the Captains de Coucy, d'Tvoley, and Faverge, 
and Lieutenant Orsier. 

The gallant Captain d^voley, notwithstanding a severe 
wound, contkiues at his post, . and only abandons the field 
when a second burst of grape shot fractures the bone of his 
leg. The name of this ofiBcer, equally distinguished for his 
bravery and modesty, and cited in the Savoy brigade for 
exemplary conduct, has not even an honourable mention in 
the order of the day. A lieutenant of the first r^ment, M. 
de Loc-Maria, perceiving (at the moment of retreat) several 
wounded soldiers in a field abandoned to the mercy of the 
Croats, again braved the enem/s fire, and, followed by some 
soldiers of his company, exerted himself strongly to save 
them. 

The 16th regiment (brigade de Savone), entrusted with 
the attack of an intrenchment, was so injured by the enem/s 
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artillery, that more than 140 men remained either dead or 
wounded : at this sight a great number of soldiers, seized 
with a panic, abandoned the place. The officers made un- 
wonted efforts to rally them. The standard-bearer, under 
Lieutenant Carisio, in the face of the greatest danger, re- 
mains firm at the post of honour, hoping that the regiment 
would reunite round the standard. The colonel, as well as 
a major, have been cashiered, for not having acted on this 
occasion with proper energy. 

The intrepid Aoste brigade, commanded by the Marquis 
de Sommariva, suffered more than any other in this da/s 
action : it is calculated that there were more than two hun- 
dred woui^ed, not including the dead. 

After the engagement had continued for several hours, 
the order is given to sound the retreat. The King, who 
had always been in the heat of the battle, exposed like a 
common soldier, only took the road to head-quarters after 
he had caused the wounded of the first body of the army to 
be collected, and directed towards Somma Campagna. 

Seeing our retrograde movement, the enemy endeavoured 
to pursue our right wing ; but the valiant Duke of Savoy, 
at the head of the brigade of Coni, rushed upon them with 
such impetuosity, that he entered Santa Lucia, and forced 
them to retreat as far as the walls of Verona. 

Notwithstanding the report, which makes the number of 
wounded amount to only 659, and that of the dead only to 
98, 1 can certify that in this expedition the army had nearly 
1000 men put hors de combat. To prove the inexactitude 
of some of the bulletins, I will recal to mind> that the 
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names of the four wounded officers of Savoy were com- 
pletely omitted. 

The army has to lament the loss of several distinguished 
officers : amongst whom was the colonel of the 3d regiment, 
the ChevaHer Caccia, who, struck by a ball in the chest, 
expired pronouncing these noble words : — '^ I am happy to 
die for the Italian cause." 

The Chevalier Alphonse Balbis, aide-de-camp of the major- 
general of the Aoste brigade, a young man who united all 
the gifts both of heart and mind, who sacrificed all that 
renders life delightful, who had torn himself from the arms 
of a family by whom he was tenderly beloved, to share the 
glory and perils of our army. t 

The Marquis Dd-Carretto, an excellent artillery officer, 
sustained for more than two hours with his section the fire 
of numerous batteries of the enemy, and was mortally 
wounded at the moment he was directing the firing of his 
guns. 

The Marquis Colli de Felizzano, lieutenant in the same 
corps, worthy grandson of that brave colonel who, in 1795, 
so valiantly defended the entrenchments of San Bernardo 
(in the Apennines), against Massena. 

Amongst the wounded are, the Chevalier Mauassero, 
colonel of the 6th ; Chevalier Gozzani, major of the brigade 
of guards ; the Chevalier Delia- Valle, captain of artillery, 
who had his foot shot off by a cannon ball ; Baron Bighini, 
captain of the staff of the army; the soldier Deschamps, of 
the horse artillery, who, having lost two fingers by grape 
shot, remained at his post till the end of the battle. 
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The attack of the out-posts of Verona was a tash and ill- 
conducted enterprise. The different corps of the army did 
not act together. It is evident that no measures had been 
taken to understand the ground upon which these opera- 
tions were to be executed. We were forced to attack 
entrenchments furnished with artillery^ whilst our own 
batteries were useless, not being able to approach on account 
of the badness of the roads. It is to be lamented that, 
instead of retreating, as if at the conclusion of a grand 
review, we did not destroy the works of Santa Lucia, of 
which our troops were in possession. 

The Broglia division retired in good order, without, being 
annoyed by the Austrians, who knew not how to follow up 
their success in making a sally from Croce-bianca. 

A heavy shower came to put the climax to our misfor- 
tunes. The route was encumbered with the dead and dying, 
that were being carried away upon waggons, artillery cases, 
and planks. The transports of the brigades of Savoy and 
Savone had remained at Palazzuolo. Our surgeons, unpro- 
vided with necessary instruments for amputations, were 
obliged to have recourse to the " Parmesans." In conse- 
quence of the economical system introduced into the army 
by the Villamarina ministry, the board of health is in want 
of the principal instruments indispensable for great surgical 
operations ; and those they do possess are of an inferior 
sort. 

On returning from Palazzuolo the Savoy brigade resumes 
its positions. The next morning (7th May) two grenadiers 
came to me, at the request of the soldiers of the company. 
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to ask my permission to make a collection amongst them- 
selves, in order to have a religious service celebrated for the 
repose of the souls of their brave companions fallen in 
battle. Deeply touched by this desire of rendering a pious 
testimony to the memory of their fellow-soldiers, I also 
joined with this affecting act of fraternity. The funeral 
ceremony took place at ten in the morning. A modest bier 
was raised in the middle of the church of Palazzuolo. More 
than 500 soldiers were crowded in the enclosure; their 
manly countenances were impressed with sadness and reli- 
gious fervour. Without doubt, God will grant the ardent 
prayers of these simple and generous hearts. 

A bidletin of the Austrian army, of the date of the 6th 
May, thus expresses itself : — " This morning the whole body 
of the enemy assaulted our advanced posts at Verona. The 
fire spread rapidly all along the line. The principal attack 
of our adversaries took place at Santa Lucia : the bravery 
displayed by the enemy on this occasion was equal to that 
of our troops in the defence. The combat lasted from nine 
in the morning till five o'clock at night. Santa Lucia was 
twice taken by assault, and each time retaken by our troops.'' 

^e ***** * 

According to an intercepted correspondence between Ve- 
rona and Mantua, it appears that the 6th regiment, Gep- 
pert, and that of Sigismund, displayed little firmness in the 
presence of our troops, and that the garrison of Verona 
sustained considerable losses, especially amongst the officers. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Board of health — Provisions— Castelimovo — Siege of Peschiera — The 
Duke of Genoa— The Marquis Teresa Doria — Sang-froid and 
courage of the soldier Gianoglio—Line of battle occupied by the 
army — New kind of life — ^Villa Schizzi — Nugent crosses the 
Isonzo— Battle of Comuda — Heroic defence of Vicenza — Arrival 
of the Neapolitan troops— Citation of the commander of Pes- 
cliiera— Battle of Colmasino — Surrender of Peschiera. 

May 8tli. — I went to visit the soldiers of my company at 
the hospital. The sick and wounded were crowded together 
upon a thin layer of straw, in damp rooms badly ventilated. 
It is painful to see the service of health so badly organized. 
At the battle of Croce-bianca, I saw a poor corporal who 
had his arm shot off by a ball ; the blood was gushing from 
his wound, and there was not present a person of the pro- 
fession to administer those attentions his case claimed. 
The scarcity of linen is also a serious inconvenience. Under 
the walls of Verona many ofBcers gave their handkerchiefe 
to make bandages. The fatal consequences arising from 
this carelessness should not all be attributed to the board 
of health. It is utterly impossible that four surgeons to a 
brigade, however zealous, can suffice in time of war for five 
thousand men. The wounded have told me that they have 
cruelly suffered in the transports; in fact, these vehicles 
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have such rough springs, that the jolting is not only painful, 
but often produces hemorrhage. 

Attention should be paid to ameliorate the service of the 
hospitals in war time, and each battalion should have ap- 
pointed a surgeon and two assistants. 

Every regiment ought at least to possess three transports. 

What confidence, what energy, the soldier would feel in 
the field of battle, were he assured that, if wounded either 
by the fire or steel of the enemy, he would experience the 
most efficaciouis relief j 

May 1 7th. — At the commencement of the war the provi- 
sional government of Loml)ardy had established, that every 
parish in which troops were quartered should provide for 
their subsistence. This system of supplies being found very 
inconvenient, they had recourse to contractors. The second 
body of the army is supplied upon the borders of the lake 
Garda, at three hours^ distance from Palazzuolo, which 
causes the provisions to arrive almost uneatable in hot 
weather. 

This morning I was ordered for the distribution at Pa- 
cengo. Before arriving at this village one traverses Castel- 
nuovo, set fire to by the Austrians at the beginning of April. 
The ruin and devastation of tliis town aflbrd a melancholy 
spectacle. The King, a few days ago, made a considerable 
donation, in order to repair the church, and afford reUef to 
the unfortunate victims of the barbarity of the Croats. 

Our brave soldiers of Novare cavalry, who are encamped 
in the environs, divide with the inhabitants their soup 
and black bread. Arrived at Pacengo, 1 went to visit the 
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works for the siege of Peschiera. Notwithstanding the 
xaijiy weather, the batteries of the siege are placed; to- 
morrow the fire begins. 

The priaieipal attack will be against the outward works of 
the fort Mandelli. The young and valiant Duke of Genoa 
directs the siege ; he is consAintly at the trenches, some- 
times even passes the night, and gaily supports the priva- 
tions of war. At Pacengo he occupies a small house, in the 
court-yard of which are the slaughter-houses of the camp. 

The Marquise Teresa Doria, that Genoese patrician, so 
ardent in the Italian cause, is now at ike camp of the 4th 
division ; she often accompanies the Duke to the entrench- 
ments, and is to let off the first cannon fired against 
Peschiera. 

The artillery, the miners of the engineers, the battalion of 
marines, and the brigades of Piedmont and Pignerol, are 
appointed for the attack. 

At the commencement of the blockade of Peschiera one 
of our front sentinels, surprised by fifty Croats, shoots dead 
one of his adversaries, and turning about, with admirable 
%ang froid, called out in a loud voice " Avanti^^ (Forward), 
as if he was summoning some troops placed in ambuscade ; 
then advancing, boldly crossing the bayonet, the terrified 
Croats hastily sound the retreat. The name of this gallant 
fellow is Gianoglio, a native of Fossano. 

The first line of our army extends along the borders of 
the Po as far as the Adige, occupying the environs of Man- 
tua^ Villafranca, Sona, Santa Giustina, and Pastrengo. The 
p«»»age of Toaale, in the Tyrol, is guarded by the Lom- 
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.bards^ who^ masters of the castles of Londrone and of Bocca 
d^Anfo, defend the upper part of the Oglio, and thus pre- 
vent the enemy from surrounding our army. Between five 
and six thousand volunteers, under the orders of the old 
General Zucchi, occupy the important fortress of Palmanova. 
The Generals Ferraris, DuAndo, and La Marmora, with 
about twenty thousand men, principally Venetians and Ro- 
mans, are charged to protect the Venetian States from the 
excursions of the Austrians. 

May 1 8th. — Since some time, we pass our life at Palaz- 
zuolo much more agreeably. The officers of the first regi- 
ment have established their head quarters at the palace 
Schizzi, a pretty villa which rises picturesquely upon the 
plain which overlooks the village. 

Thanks to the culinary talents of a soldier, formerly cook 
to the Bishop of Annecy, our repasts are rather less Spartan- 
like. We have a pretty dining room, painted a fresco, 
which opens upon a fiower garden. It is the first time 
since the war that we have been able to procure ourselves 
the luxury of plates and forks The good taste of the pro- 
prietor of this house has united every amusement, — a billiard 
room, theatre, and many kinds of games. 

In the garden one remarks an inscription by Count 
Scliizzi, in honour of Cerrito, as a souvenir of a short 
visit made by that celebrated dancer to Palazzuolo. The 
Parmesan volunteers share with us the enjoyments of the 
veritable oasis, thrown as if by enchantment in the midst of 
the sterility of our camp life. 

May 20th. — Whilst our army is engaged in besieging 
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Peschiera, and fortifying itself upon the Mincio, General 
Nugent has succeeded in crossing the Isonzo witji 25,000 
men, who, I fear, will not delay uniting themsdyes with 
Eadetzk/s troops. Udine has capitulated, and General 
Ferraris, with part of the division, has been beaten on the 
9th May, at Comuda, between Feltre and Bassano, by the 
enemy's advanced guard. 

Durando attempted for a moment to defend the line of 
the Brenta, but was forced 'to make a precipitate retreat 
from this position, otherwise he would have been over- 
powered by numbers. 

May 27th. — ^Nugent, in order to follow up his successes, 
recals the troops he had sent under Treviso, defended by the 
Greneral Ferraris, and hastens to march upon Vicenza, one 
of the most important positions of the Venetian States by 
its- strategic situation. This town, attacked the 20th May, 
made a vigorous defence, and was afterwards relieved by 
Durando, who arrived there the 21st instant with nine 
thousand Bomans. The enemy, who had expected to take 
the place by surprise, iSnding their project fail, retired upon 
the right, and keeping to the north side of Mount Crocetta, 
succeeded in gaining the route of Verona, and joined Ea- 
detzky at San Bonifacio. The Marshal, irritated by the 
check experienced at Vicenza, attempts for the second time 
to take this place, which he orders to be attacked on the 
28d by eighteen thousand men and forty pieces of heavy 
metal. After a bombardment of twelve hours, and after 
having several times attempted to take it by storm, the 
Austrians find themselves constrained to abandon an enter- 
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prise which had cost them more than two thousand men. 
This heroic defence is hitherto the most brilliant exploit of 
the Italian anny. 

On the 16th of May the Neapolitan fleet arrived at 
Venice, and united itself to that of Sardinia. The united 
fleets, consisting of thirty-eiglit ships, frigates, brigs, cor- 
vettes, and steamers, are gone to blockade the Austrian 
fleet at Trieste. At the same time a corps d'arm^e, com- 
posed of 12,000 Neapolitans, is arrived at Bologna, com- 
manded by the venerable patriot Pepe, who is to act in the 
Venetian States. 

May 28th. — ^The King has left his head quarters to assist 
at the bombardment of Peschiera. At sight of the flames 
bursting forth from various points, and touched by compas- 
sion for the miserable inhabitants, he sent the Major de la 
Marmora to propose to the commander of the place a capi- 
tulation. The General Rath asks twenty-four hours to 
consult with his council of war ; this term expired, he de- 
clares that the breach not being opened, or his ammunition 
exhausted, he cannot surrender without derogating from the 
laws of military honour. 

These were noble words ; but the only answer to be re- 
turned was to recommence the firing from all our batteries. 

May 29th. — At the close of the day. of the 28th, a co- 
lumn of 800 Tyrolese took possession of the village of Bar- 
dolino, near the lake Garda, where they committed every 
description of atrocity. The next day, about two o'clock in 
the afternoon, a small body of troops, consisting of between 
five and six thousand men, furnished with artillery, de- 
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seeded from Bivoli with the intention of occupying the 
positions of Oobnasino, and to march for the relief of 
Peschiera, and supply it with provisions Some companies 
of rifles^ including that of the students of the University of 
Turin, defended this passage. They halted within musket- 
shot of the enemy, and received them with a fierce and well- 
sustained fire. Greneral Bes did not delay coming to their 
relief. Ours, although very inferior in numbers, assaulted 
the Austrians with such bold intre{Adity, that they carried 
by assault the cemetry of Colmasino, where the enemy was 
entrenched. The position was disputed with inconceivable 
fury : finally the Piedmontese repulse victoriously their ad- 
versaries, drive them at the point of the bayonet beyond 
Cavayon, where they encamp the same evening. One of 
our guns arrived in time to fire upon a column of the enemy, 
which perhaps might have attempted a second attack. The 
Imperialists had a great number of wounded, and left more 
than sixty dead on the field of battle, amongst whom were a 
captain and a lieutenant. On our side we had only fourteen 
wounded, and two killed. 

This victory produced great consternation in the garrison 
of Peschiera, who were reduced to famine, and battered 
incessantly by our artillery. The commander, finding it 
impossible any longer to prolong the defence of the place, 
hoisted the white flag ; and the 30th May, Major d'Etting- 
haussen, furnished with fall powers, repaired to the Duke 
of Genoa to treat of the surrender. 

The conditions were immediately settled, and the same 
evening the Sardinian troops occupied the fort Mandelli. 
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The next day the Austrians evacuated the place. The terms 
of the capitulation were, that the troops should retire with 
the honours of war, and that, arrived at the distance of a 
day^s march from the fortress, they should surrender their 
arms, which would be returned to them at Ancona, at the 
moment of embarking for Croatia. It was also stipulated 
that they should not take arms against Italy for the re- 
mainder of the war. 

The garrison of Peschiera, almost entirely composed of 
Croats, has left an odious reputation in that place. General 
Bath, who is more than eighty years old, has occupied the 
place of commander since the year 1826, and enjoys the 
affection and respect of the inhabitants ; for he generously 
consecrated a great part of his revenue to works of charity 
and benevolence. At Peschiera were found 127 guns, on 
several of which were the arms of the house of Savoy, that 
had been transported thither by Napoleon. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Battle of Curtatone and Montanara— Noble conduct of the Tuscans- 
Battle of Groito— Military examinations— First attack of the 
enemy — They are vigorously repulsed by the artillery — Attempt 
upon the left wing— The brigade of C6ni— The Duke of Savoy— 
The brigade of the guards— Intrepidity of a battalion of the 
brigade of Aoste — Lieutenant-General d'Arvillars— Defeat of 
the Austrians -Enthusiasm of the army at the news of the 
taking of Peschiera— The King wounded— Dead and woxmded— 
Rewards— Heroic action of Lieutenant Ernest Biccardi 



The attempt of the Austrians to succour Peschiera was not 
limited to the battle of Colmasino; another combat was 
also engaged near Mantua. Sixteen thousand men> issuing 
from the place, came to assault the l\iscans at Curtatone 
and Montanara, upon the right side of the Mincio. Not- 
withstanding the immmise disproportion of forces, our brave 
allies, in number 5,000, opposed a vigorous resistance. The 
battalion of the University, commanded by Major Mossotti, 
was covered with glory. After a terrible encounter of 
several hours the Tuscans were forced to return to Qoito, 
leaving upon the field of battle 180 dead. The number of 
wounded is calculated at 200 ; amongst the latter were the 
Professors Pila and Montanelli, who had generously come 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



56 CAMPAIGN OP LOMBABBT. 

to share with their scholars the dangers and privations of 
the war. Amongst those especially distinguished were the 
Major-General De Laugier, the Colonels Campia and Gio- 
vanetti, Lieutenant-Colonel chief of the Staff Chigi, all 
wounded ; and Captam Caminati, who has saved three can- 
nons. The gunner Elbano Joseph, of the first battery of 
the centre, being forced to strip in consequence of an ammu- 
nition waggon taking fire, continued to do his duty at his 
battery notwithstanding he was entirely naked. Nearly all 
the gunners were killed near their guns. 

The intrepid courage of the Tuscans defeated the projects 
of the enemy, who were fer from expecting such an heroic 
resistance, and gave time to our troops to make such pre- 
parations as were necessary, in order not to be taken una- 
wares. 

The presence of General Bava, who hastened thither with 
part of the first corps of the army, sufficed to stop the pur- 
suit of the Imperialists. 

On the morning of the 30th, the King, at the head of the 
division of the reserve, and the remainder of the first body 
of the army encamped at Yoita and Yalle^o, advanced 
upon Goito, wishing to give battle; as he foresaw that if 
the Austrians succeeded in crossing th Oglio, all lower 
Lombardy, including Milan, would be abandoned to their 
vengeance. 

At nooo onr troops, consisting of twenty-one thousand 
nen and forty -six guns, weie ranged upon three lines, re^y 
to accept the combat. General Bava then sent Colonel de 
Castelb(nrgo to reconnoitre with the regiment of Aoste ca- 
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valry, a company of rifles, and the battery of horse 
artillery of Captain Demetrius de Prie. On return from his 
expedition, M. de Castelborgo, a brave and intelligent offi- 
cer, hastened to give notice to the General that the Austrians 
were advancing in great numbers on the side of Sacca. 
Notwithstanding the persistence of the Colonel, General 
Bava hesitated to believe this report, and, in order to be 
more completely assured of its reality, sent off a second 
party to recoimoitre, commanded by a colonel of the Staff*, 
who quickly returned, certifying that the enemy was no- 
where to be discerned. The troops then received orders to 
retake their positions upon the heights of Goito, and the 
King about three o^elock advanced towards the head quar- 
ters of Valleggio. The reserve had only a short time filed 
off, when the firing began at the outposts. Immediately 
our troops prepared to confront the enemy. Charles Albert, 
his countenance beaming with noble ardour, rushed upon 
Goito, in the midst of the combatants. 

As announced by M. de Castelborgo, the Austrians were 
advancing from the side of Sacca. The second horse battery, 
which was at the advanced guard, protected by Aoste ca- 
valry, opened the fire, which the enemy vigorously returned. 
Qaptain Prie, commander of the battery, by a skilful evolu- 
tion then came to take his position at the reunion of the 
roads of Sacca, Gazzoldo, Castiglione, Yolta, and Goito, and 
found himself thus placed nearly in the centre of our line. 

The Imperialists having opened a murderous fire from two 
batteries of cannon and one of rockets^ the third battery of 
heavy guns, commanded by the Chevalier Efiisio Cuggia, 
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was sent to reinforce that of M. de Pri6. These two brave 
officers defended this position with inconceivable valour, 
repulsed four attacks, and expended every one of their car- 
tridges. The enemy, perceiving their efforts ineffectual, 
attempted a fresh attack upon the right, defended by the 
first division of the reserve. The rifles engaged the combat, 
and then fell back upon the main body. Part of the bri- 
gade of Coni, or rather the 8th regiment, who were in the 
first line, mistaking this movement, considered it as a signal 
of retreat, and abandoned their post. The Duke of Savoy, 
Major-Greneral d'Aviemoz, and Colonel de Fenile, endeavour 
to rally this regiment ; their efforts are ineffectual. Then 
the brigade of the guards rushes forward, and attacks the 
enemy with impetuosity. The Duke is always in the first 
rank ; a wound he receives in the thigh does not diminish 
his ardour, he still continues to fight. The guards, assailed 
by forces continually increasing, are obliged, notwithstand- 
ing their valour, to give up the ground. A battery of ar- 
tillery, commanded by Captain de Saint Martin, arrests the 
enemy : notwithstanding, they still appear to have the ad- 
vantage, when the Marquis d^ArviUars, by a skilful move- 
ment, brings back the victory on our side. A battalion of 
Aoste brigade, under the orders of the intrepid Major Mol- 
lard, advances to the front, attacks the enemy with impetu- 
osity, and forces them to draw back. The guards again 
take up the offensive : the Austrians, struck down at the 
same time by our artillery, are put to the rout : the left 
wing, formed by the second division, commanded by Gteneral 
de Ferrere, also takes an active part in the battle. It was 
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about seven in the evenings the regiments of Aoste and Nice 
cavalry, rushing in pursuit of the Imperialists, completely 
defeated them. At the same moment news is brought to the 
King of the surrender of Peschiera. The unanimous cries 
of "Vive le Eoir "Vive le Due de GdnesT "Vive 
ritalie !" resound in the immense plain of Qt)ito, and ex- 
press the sentiments of enthusiasm and patriotism that 
animate the army. 

During the battle, Charles Albert, always to be found in 
the place of greatest danger, receives a wound in the ear, 
and sees without emotion a bomb fall at the feet of his 
horse. 

The enemy's army, 30,000 strong, has suffered considera- 
ble losses : the number of those disabled is calculated at 
3000. Amongst the prisoners is the Prince de Benthein, 
seriously wounded in the foot. 

We have about 45 killed and 260 wounded. The bri- 
gade of the guards has suffered the most ; they have 20 
killed and 84 wounded. The Marquises de Eovereto and 
Cavour, the Chevalier Layolo, all three under-lieutenants in 
tliis corps, have been the victims of their noble devotion to 
the Italian cause. The Count Guasco de Bisio, lieutenant 
in Aoste cavaby, has been dangerously wounded. 

Amongst the officers most distinguished m this day's 
action are named the Lieutenants-General Bava and d^Ar- 
villars, the Marquis d'Aix, commanding the Aoste brigade. 
The artillery powerfully contributed to the victory. The 
Majors Giacosa^ Jaillet de St. Cergues, the Captains de Pri6, 
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Cuggia, Lieutenant Borghetto, and several sergeants and 
soldiers, were decorated with the silver medal. 

The conduct of the soldiers of the 8th regiment should 
not prevent our rendering justice to the efforts and zeal of 
the officers, who succeeded, in concert with their brave 
general, the Count d'Aviernoz, to rally round the standard 
a good portion of the fugitives. I will on this occasion 
mention the Lieutenant Degrossi, the under-Lieutenants 
Grimaldi de BelUno, Bive de Fenile, Torre, standard-bearer, 
and Lieutenant Brouzet. The Chevalier Garruccio, who 
commanded a company of the light foot guards^ was also 
remarkable for his intrepidity and valour. 

Major MoUard and Lieutenant Ernest Biccardi de Netro 
excited the admiration of the army by the boldness and 
courage they displayed in many circumstances. It was in 
consequence of the advice of a young artillery officer, the 
Count Emanuel Berton de Sambuy, that Major Mollard 
made such a vigorous attack upon the enemy. Generous as 
brave, he hastened the day following the battle to dehver to 
Lieutenant Berton a written declaration, in which he attri- 
buted to him all the honour of this happy inspiration. 

At the moment of the retreat of the brigade of the guards, 
who were overpowered by numbers. Lieutenant Ernest Bic- 
cardi, who, commanded the 7th company, threw himself 
forward to protect the retreat, followed by about thirty 
volunteers, amongst whom, were Lieutenant Eugene de Bal- 
bian and the under-Lieutenants Layolo and Bovereto. 

The Chevalier Layolo, having received a wound in the 
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right arm, refused to join the transport, and seized his 
sword with the left hand. 

The brigade was at a consideratle distance when Eiccardi 
prepared to join it, and coraraanded his soldiers, spread out 
as riflemen, to fire in retreating. 

A corporal then came to announce that their position was 
turned by the enemy. " Well, my friend,^^ answered he, 
with admirable sang froid, '^ we must fight till the last 

extremity!'' Great danger menaced them, for 

they were surrounded by the Tyrolese light foot, and the 
infantry regiment of Geppert. 

Eiccardi seizes a gun from the ground, and at the head 
of this handful of gallant fellows forces a passage through 
the enemy. 

He was going to cross the line of their sharp-shooters, 
when a gigantic soldier of the Geppert regiment advanced 
towards him, his bayonet crossed. The Chevalier Eiccardi, 
whose musket was unloaded, threw it at him, as if .a javelin, 
struck him in the chest, and felled him to the ground. At 
this moment a ball struck the hilt of his sword, and remained 
fixed in it. A second shot is aimed at him, but attains 
Lieutenant Balbian. Eiccardi rushes towards his comrade, 
and endeavours to bear him out of the melee, but is himself 
wounded by a shot, that crushes the first finger of his right 
hand ; he therefore confides M. de Balbian to the care of 
some soldiers, and all are sufficiently fortunate to escape 
from the enemy. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Reflections upon tlie advantages that might have been drawn from 
the victory of Goito — Tardy pursuit— Conduct of the enemy 
tovrards the inhabitants of the villages— Inhospitality of a shop- 
keeper of Volta— Address of the Lombard women to the Pied- 
montese— The Count d'Aviemoz-r-Expedition of Bivoli— Con- 
siderations upon Italy— Vicenza falls into the hands of the 
enemy— March of our army to effect a change— Valorous feat of 
the Count Maffei, officer of cavalry. 

June 4th. — Two days of incessant rain prevented the pur- 
suit of the enemy : at least from head quarters it was decreed 
that it was impossible to conduct the artillery across muddy 
roads and wet ground. However, it was across these very 
roads that the vanquished enemy saved theirs. Imme- 
diately after the battle, we might, therefore, have intercepted 
the retreat of the Austrians, and, by secret agents, have 
informed the inhabitants of Verona of the victory gained 
over the Imperialists, make known to them our projects, and 
assure ourselves, if a general insurrection would second a 
fresh attack upon the town, where Radetzky had left but a 
weak garrison. 

But to return to the relation of events. The Austrians 
seeing that they were not pursued by our army, encamped 
near Mantua, probably with the intention of recommencing 

T 
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a second attack. Informed of the positions they occupied, 
the King ordered 40,000 men, and 80 guns, to be concen- 
trated in the plains of Goito. The brigade of Savoy re- 
ceived orders to quit instantly Sona and Palazzuolo, to join 
the expedition, and replace the brigade of Coni in the divi- 
sion of the Duke of Savoy. On the morning of the 4th 
the army took the road to Mantua, hoping to fall in with 
the enemy. 

Notwithstanding a difficult and painful march across 
ploughed fields, planted with vines and traversed with 
ditches full of water, our soldiers, animated with martial 
ardour, gaily supported the hardest privations. Tor two 
days their only food had been a loaf of black bread. We 
have seized two spies who were on the road, to warn Ea- 
detzky of our approach. The Marshal also had abandoned 
his positions, to retreat into Mantua and Verona. 

If, in this long march, our soldiers had the opportunity of 
admiring the skilful manner with which the Austrians fortify 
their camps, and transform a farm into a fortress, they were 
at the same time transported with indignation on seeing the 
savage brutality with which the Croats ravage the country, 
and pillage the inhabitants. 

In passing through a small village, a crowd of famished 
peasants came to implore our compassion. In many places 
the air was impregnated with foetid and putrid exhalations. 
We passed the night in a field of maize, near Eivalta, lipon 
the right of the Mincio, not far from the lake S'iiperieur. 

June 5th. — The various bodies of the army retake their 
positions. 
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In passing through Volta, I was lodged with my company 
in the house of a rich shopkeeper, who received me very 
uncourteously. Although he was dressed in the Italian 
costume, wore a medal with the effigy of Pius IX., and his 
hat ornamented with a monstrous tricolour cockade, as well 
as the button-hole of his coat, he did not appear at all de- 
voted to the Italian cause. 

Forty-eight hours of abstinence, two nights passed in the 
open air, and three days of forced march, left me but little 
disposed to support patiently the rudeness of this personage. 
I observed to him, that his manner of acting towards the 
military belonging to the Sardinian army was unworthy of a 
man of good feeling, and a true Italian. He answered me — 
" Mon Dieu ! sir, to speak my mind freely, I care neither for 
the King, Charles Albert, or the Emperor ; all I wish for is, 
to live in peace, and be master in my own house.'^ 

June 7th. — After remaining a day at Peschiera, we re- 
turned to Palazzuolo. An address of the Lombard women 
to the army was distributed to many of the officers, in 
which they promise to consider the Piedmontese soldiers as 
brothers, and address to God fervent prayers to afford us a 
prompt victory : it concluded by enthusiastic vivats for the 
Italian army, Charles Albert, the first regenerator of the 
country, and finally for liberty and the union of Italy. Then 
followed 6,500 signatures. I had half a mind to send a 
copy of this address to my host at Volta. 

June 10th. — The Major-General d'Ussillon, retired on 
account of his ill health, has been replaced in the brigade of 
Savoy by the Count Charles d'Aviernoz, who till now com- 
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manded the brigade of Coni : this brave soldier, full of 
loyal and honourable sentiments, enthusiastic for the noble 
profession of arms, gifted with vast erudition, joins to a 
touching solicitude for the soldier a devotion equally sin- 
cere and enlightened to the King and his country. 

Our colonel, the Chevalier de Boyl, has been promoted to 
the rank of colonel of the brigade of Coni. 

June 11th. — The Austrians having attempted a move- 
ment towards Kivoli, the third division left its positions to 
go and defend this pass. Arrived upon the heights which 
overlook the Adige, we let oflf some cannons, and a fierce 
firing commenced between our rifles and the Tyrolese. The 
enemy, seeing the impossibility of crossing the river, re- 
tired, but not without experiencing some losses : we had but 
one wounded in this affair, the Lieutenant Barandier. The 
same day the brigades of Piedmont and Pignerol, under the 
orders of the Duke of Genoa, left Garda, and passing by 
Costermano, Boi, and Caprino, arrived as far as St. Martino. 
The King was with this division : the evening, in re-enter- 
ing the little town of Garda, he received the deputies of the 
provisional government of Milan, at the head of whom was 
the Count Casati : these gentlemen came to request the 
union of Lombardy with Piedmont. 

In the evening, while I was at dinner in an inn, I had a 
slight dispute with a Lombard, who followed us at Eivoli ; 
he endeavoured to persuade some peasants that our expedi- 
tion had been a bloody battle, and, in a most emphatic 
style, described imaginary combats. 

One cannot deny that the Italians are a people full of 
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courage^ intelligence, and genius; but all these gifts are 
paralysed by a proud and violent spirit, — the cause of so 
many wild hallucinations, and of all their municipal ri- 
valries. 

The Milanese, in the five days of March, gave a sublime 
example of heroism in forcing the Imperialists to fly far 
from their walls; but they believed their task too soon 
finished, and committed an immense fault in allowing the 
whole weight of the war to fall upon the Piedmontese army. 
Have they, then, forgotten the immense resources Austria 
displayed against Napoleon ? It is not in singing hymns, 
and in lavishing the epithets of barbarians, traitors, and 
cowards, that they will repulse the enem/s phalanxes ; these 
are but weak arms against cannon shots. 

In order to become free, Italy should send soldiers to 
him who has undertaken the task of defending her, and 
mistrust those excited politicians who, to satisfy their hatred 
and ambition, sacrifice their country, boasting incessantly of 
courage and devotion, while they desert the fields of battle. 

It is painful to see that, in a country containing 25,000,000 
inhabitants, we have not been able to organize an army 
of 200,000 men, which will probably force us to demand 
foreign aid, and make our fine country the theatre of a 
European war ; to become afterwards the victim of an im- 
placable enemy or an exacting friend. 

June 14th. — Vicenza, defended by General Durando, is 
fallen into the hands of the Imperialists. As far back as 
the 9 th, considerable forces were approaching the town on 
the side of Camisano, whilst the troops at Montebello were 
advancing towards Mount Berico. 
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This important place was attacked on the morning of the 
10th : it resisted with success till noon ; but all the enem/s 
artillery having come forward, at two o^clock the position 
was carried, notwithstanding the efforts of the intrepid 
Colonels Cialdini and Massimo d'Azeglio. Seventy cannons 
bombarded and fulminated Vicenza. The fire continued till 
the evening; but the ammunitions being exhausted. General 
Dorando offered to capitulate, in order to prevent the town 
being stormed. The Generals Wratislaw and d^Aspre ac- 
ceded to this proposition. The next day before noon the 
garrison left the place with their arms, and. all the honours 
of war, but under the condition, however, of not carrying 
arms in Lombardy for three months. The army that be- 
sieged Vicenza amountied to 32,000 men, 70 guns, and 
numerous cavalry. The Pontifical troops had nearly 500 
men disabled. 

They endeavoured to render the Kedmontese responsible 
for this defeat. Let us impartially examine the causes 
which produced it. As soon as Durando (who was shut 
into Vicenzo with 9000 men) saw himself menaced by the 
Imperial troops, he sent to inform the King of his dangerous 
situation. A certain Doctor Canella, who had taken upon 
himself this mission, afiBrmed that notwithstanding, Vicenza 
could, with the aid of the courageous inhabitants, resist for 
six or eight days. Charles Albert having received this 
notice on his return from Eivoli, advanced with part of the 
army under Verona, and established his head quarters at 
Alpo, with the intention of crossing the Adige between 
Verona and Legnago. He was about executing his design 
when the news of the capitulation arrived ; he then proposed 
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to risk a sudden attack upon Verona, taking advantage of 
the absence of Radetzky ; but circumstances did not favour 
the realization of this plan. 

The taking of Vicenza allows the enemy access into the 
heart of the Venetian States, and increases the difficulties of 
this war. It is almost an irreparable loss. 

During the retreat of our troops (June 14th), the second 
brigade of cavalry, composed of the regiments of Piemont 
Royal and Novare, were passing through a narrow road, 
between mulberry trees and vines. The horsemen rode two 
and {wo, followed by half a battery and numerous equipages. 
Arrived near the farms of Calzoni, not far from Dossabuoni, 
a shout of alarm is given by those at the extremity of the 
column, and quickly arrives at the head : it proved to be a 
body of Hulans who had attacked the waggons. Alarmed 
at this unexpected attack, the soldiers who had charge of 
the led horses of the officers of Novare cavalry took to 
flight. Disorder takes place in the column, and the squa- 
drons disperse in the fields. But the confusion was not of 
long duration : the colonel. Count Maffei de Boglio, addresses 
the soldiers energetically, and the confidence with which he 
promises them victory electrifies them all : he is seconded 
admirably by the officers. 

Two squadrons are immediately .reorganized, and, follow- 
ing their gallant colonel, are soon engaged with the enemy, 
who, notwithstanding its superiority of numbers, takes to 
flight, leaving a great many dead and wounded on the 
ground. During the encounter the Count Maffei, attacked 
by an Austrian officer, had wounded him, and had nearly 
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succeeded in unhorsing him, when four Hulans arrive to the 
assistance of his adversary, and attack him with impetuosity. 
The struggle was most unequal ; but the strength of the 
brave colonel redoubles with the danger, and dexterously 
avoiding the blows aimed at him, he thrusts with such 
power that one of his vile adversaries is unhorsed, and the 
remainder seek safety in a shameful flight. 

The Chevalier Ange Piola, lieutenant, was also distin- 
guished by his intrepidity. The colonel received three lance 
wounds, one in the face and two in the arm. Thus termi- 
nated one of the most brilliant actions of our cavalry during 
the campaign. 

The Count Maffei is of the same family as the immortal 
Scipio Mafifei, author of the tragedy of M^rope, and the 
history of Verona, his native country. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Battle of Corona, 18th June— Conduct of the volunteers of the Uni- 
versity of Turin— Inaction— Temporary soldiers— The Madonna 
del Mont©— The litanies of the Virgin— Gioberti — Barbarity of 
the Croats— Observations upon Croatia— General Perrone— The 
Venetian States unite with Piedmont— Dragoons of Modena — 
Signor Fiorino— Description of the province of Verona— Blockade 
of Mantua — Description of that town —The soldier Re of the 
free corps— Satirical poetry. 

June 18th. — At break of day a battalion of the brigade of 
Pignerol, commanded by the major San Vitate, and the 
company of rifles of the students of the university of Turin, 
were attacked at Corona, near Rivoli, by 3,500 Austrians, 
descended from the heights of Ferrara. After having stood 
the enem/s fire for some minutes, our brave soldiers ad- 
vanced with the bayonet crossed, shouting, " Vive le Roi V* 
" Vive FItalie I" The Imperialists, although three times supe- 
rior in number, sounded precipitately the retreat : they were 
pursued for more than two hours. 

The company of rifles of the University have to lament 
the loss of Messrs. Sarchieri, Longoni, and Rogiapane ; the 
two latter were students in medicine. The next day (June 
19th) the cemetry of the village of Passone received the 
mortal remains of these brave youths : each bier was orna- 
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mented with a crown of roses and laurels, — touching symbol 
of their youth and valour. The enemy left upon the ground 
more than thirty dead, including a major and two officers. 

June 26th. — Since the 14th instant we are in a complete 
state of inaction, which is only interrupted by some skir- 
mishes at the outposts. The good health of the soldiers is 
highly satisfactory, and contributes to make them supp(Mrt 
gaily the fatigue, the inclemency of the weather, and nume 
rous privations of all sorts. For the last three months they 
have never taken off their clothes, and have always slept on 
the ground, having no other roof but the sky. 

If the countenances of some amongst them are sometimes 
overcast with sadness, ifc is that they think of their wives 
and children, deprived of their support, struggling perhaps 
with poverty, or at least subsisting only on the bread of 
charity. 

The system of temporary troops may be excellent in a 
defensive war, but in one of invasion it offers great incon- 
veniences: the soldier who is father of a family fights 
valiantly for the defence of his home, but he always leaves 
with regret the frontiers of his country. 

One evening being on guard at the Madonna del Monte, 
between Sona and Somma Campagna, I entered the church : 
it was filled with soldiers grouped round the statue of the 
Virgin : these brave fellows, who faced the enemy with^o 
much courage in the field of battle, were repeating in chorus 
the litanies of the Virgin. Two enormous nosegays gathered 
in the fields, and some lighted candles, ornamented the altar 
of the Mother of the Bedeemer and Consoler of the afflicted. 
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^hen the prayers were concluded, a soldier, whom I had 
)ften remarked for his courage, said to me, " Lieutenant, I 
lave been praying for my family ; I have five children and 
a blind mother/^ 

At a short distance from the Madonna del Monte is a 
small house hid in the midst' of trees. The Abbe Vincent 
Gioberti had been received there by the voluntcCTs of the 
University of Turin, as was testified by the following inscrip- 
tion, written in pencil, upon the walls of one of the rooms : 
" This humble roof has been honoured by the presence of 
the great Gioberti, the 13th May, 1848:* he here partook 
of a breakfast offered him by the rifles, and made an address 
to the students of the University of Turin/' 

The Abb6 Gioberti, a wise and profound philosopher, has 
been one of the principal authors of the liberal movement 
that agitates Italy. His work, entitled " Primato civile e 
morale degli Italiani," has inflamed the minds of all, and 
awakened the noble instincts of liberty and national inde- 
pendence. The " Gesuita moderna" was the cause of the 
expulsion of that order, as well as that of the ladies of the 
sacre cceur de Jesus, and several otherjreligious congrega- 
tions. Like all men of superior genius, Gioberti has 
numerous admirers, and an equal number of detractors : the 
first call him, " The grsat philosophical initiator of Italian 
freeilom /' the latter reproach him with pride, and too great 
an avidity for popularity. 

July 5th. — ^The Croats have burnt several farms situated 
between Verona and our positions : they exhaust their 
brutal fury principally upon such as belong to the partizans 
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of Italian independence. The domains of the Count de 
la Torre have been given up to pillage and devastation, as 
well as those of the Marquise Bevilarqua, a sublime and 
devoted woman, who, after the death of her son at Pastrengo, 
established a hospital for our wounded at Valleggio. 

The cruelties practised in Lombardy by the Croats have 
inspired our soldiers with an intense hatred against these 
men, whom they firmly believe to be savages and heathens. 

It is certain that the manners of this nation contrast 
strangely with the civilization of our times. The population 
is estimated at about 630,000 inhabitants, partly Germans and 
partly Sclavonians : the former, but few in number, inhabit 
the towns, the latter the country ; they in general profess 
the Roman Catholic religion; their education is entirely 
military, and their language has great similitude with the ^ 
Polish. 

Croatia is that part of ancient lUiria that the Eomans 
called Liburnia, to which Valerius Messala Corvinius gave 
the name of Corvacia. In the middle ages, united to 
Dalmatia, it had its own sovereigns, who, however, were 
tributary to the emperor of the East. In the 11th century. 
Saint Stanislas sunk this kingdom in that of Hungary. In 
our time the Croats were the first to claim their right of 
freedom ; a right which they probably did not recognise for 
other nations, for it is through them that the Italians have 
the most suffered during the war. 

The king has just named the Count Perrone lieutenant- 
general and inspector of the Lombard army. This veteran 
served under Napoleon from 1806 to 1814 : at the down- 
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fall of the emperor he was the head of a battalion, a kiiight 
of the legion of honour, and first aid-de-camp to Marshal 
Gerard. In 1821, having returned to his country, Pied- 
mont, he took part in the revolutionary movement, at the 
liead of which was the Count Santa Rosa : he afterwards 
went to Milan, to consult with General Lecchi upon the 
means of overthrowing the power of Austria in Italy : these 
projects of liberty having failed, he was forced to expatriate 
himself, and established himself in France. He made the 
campaign of Belgium (1831, 1832), and was raised by 
Louis Philippe, in 1839, to the rank of field- marshal. 

July 8th. — After much hesitation the republic of Venice 
has declared its union with Piedmont : the formation of the 
kingdom of Upper Italy has, therefore, the acquiescence of 
all the provinces : it only remains to conquer those which 
are still in the power of the enemy. 

July 15th. — Since the arrival of General d'Aviernoz 
there is much more animation in the Savoy camp. Every 
day we worry the enemy's outposts : in these expeditions 
we often make prisoners; lately an officer of the second 
regiment conducted eleven to the head-quarters of the 
division, and Lieutenant Geny, of the first regiment, nine. 
The king testified to them his satisfaction by a procla- 
mation. 

The Modenese Dragoons, who are with us, speak con- 
stantly and with great affection of their sovereign, Francis 
the Fifth. According to their conversation, this prince 
appears to have powerful adherents in the duchy of Modena. 

At Palazzuolo the officers go and take their coff*ee in the 
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house of a certain Signor Fiorino, the man of business of 
several rich proprietors of the country^ wine merchant^ inn- 
keeper, and, I rather think, somewhat of an usurer. This 
man unites in his person the cunning and spirit of intrigue 
of Brighella, joined to the love of gain and suppleness of 
character of Pantalone, two types of Venetian comedy, im- 
mortalized by Goldoni. 

Signor Eiorino wears a cinnamon-coloured coat, knee 
breeches, and slice buckles : although more than sevent} 
years old he is extremely active, and does not shrink from 
any degree of fatigue when he may gain some advantage. 
He observed to us one day, in a good-natured manner, 
" My dear gentlemen, I am delighted to see you ; you like 
vir?o santo and good coffee; you have money, your soldiers 
pay for all they take : long live the Piedmontese ! I ar- 
dently hope that you may be victorious before the autumn 
.... that we may make, our vintage. One must, how- 
ever, be just to all the world ; the Austrians left us quiet, 

we sold our silk very well " Then, fearful of 

having betrayed himself, he continued with rather an 
ironical expression, " Never mind ! vive FItalie ! we are all 
brothers \" 

The country which extends between the Oglio and Mincio 
is very much behind-hand, especially in all that concerns the 
comforts of life. The cooking is detestable ; the interior of 
the houses badly distributed ; rooms of which the doors and 
windows shut badly ; bare wall, Uttle or no furniture, im- 
mense beds to hold four mattresses stuffed with feathers, 
very uncomfortable in the summer ; at the head of the bed 
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one remarks everywhere a prodigious collection of images, 
crucifixes, and vessels of holy water ; the panes of glass in 
the windows are cut in a lozenge shape ; the doors are only 
fastened with clumsy bolts. Since the year 1400 the lock- 
smithes trade has made no progress in this country. The 
land about Verona appears to have remained uncultivated 
for the last twenty years, and there is not a single forest 
tree. The common women, continually exposed to the heat 
of the sun, and their food being very unsubstantial, composed 
of maize soaked in water, are thin and brown, without that 
warm tint which gives such a charm to the people of the 
south : their costume is neither picturesque nor elegant. 

The peasants of Lombardy, in general, have no idea of their 
political rights : having always suffered much from war, their 
only desire is to enjoy peace at any price. Their patriotism 
fades before the fear of those evils, the sure consequences of 
war: as for the form of government by which they are 
ruled, they are completely indifferent. 

July 16th. — The blockade of Mantua has been accom- 
plished on the right side of the Mincio : the second division 
has been employed to this effect, composed of the brigades 
of Casal and Acqui, as well as the first bombard division, 
under the orders of General Perrone. The blockade ex- 
tends from the borders of lake superior or upper as far as 
. the l^e inferior or lower ; that is to say, from the Sanc- 
tuary of the Graces to the fortifications of Pietole, thus 
describing a bow. The miners of the engineers have made 
intrenchments in all the principal roads, to avoid being 
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surprised by the enemy, and protect at the same time the 
places most exposed to the fire of the place. 

Mantua till the year 1708 was the capital of the territory 
of the ducal house of Gonzaque : it is situated upon the 
right bank of the Mincio, at the place where the waters of 
th^t river, kept in by means of dykes, form a great lake 
which is divided into three parts, distinguished by the 
names of Upper Lake, Middle Lake, and Lower Lake ; the 
first extends towards the west and is four Italian miles long ; 
it is terminated by the dyke of the mills, which serves at 
the same time as a bridge between the town and citadel. 
By means of this dyke a canal has been made which tra- 
verses Mantua, and casts itself into the port Catena. The 
Middle Lake, which occupies a space of about two miles, is 
supported by the bridge of St. Greorge, which serves as a 
communication between Mantua and the fort of that name. 
The Lower Lake becomes narrow imperceptibly, and termi- 
nates at the town of Pietole, where the Mincio retakes its * 
course. The fortifications of Mantua consist principally in 
a surrounding wall, the citadel, the works of Port Predella, 
the intrenched camps of Te and Migliaretto, and the forts 
of St. George and Pietole. 

The surrounding walls are pierced with embrasures, and 
flanked with small bastions, without regularity. The 
citadel, bmlt on the left side between the upper and n^iddle 
lake, presents the form of a pentagon; it has four bixs- 
tions and three fronts looking towards Verona, furnished 
with ramparts and moats full of water ; the part which is 
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situated towards Mantua is only defended by a simple wall ; 
therefore if the enemy forced the garrison to leave the town, 
it would find but an insecure refuge behind this weak 
rampart. 

The intrenched camps of Te and Migliaretto are situated 
on the side of the town which overlooks the Po : the camp 
Migliaretto, which protects that of Te, is badly imagined, 
and might easily be taken by artillery placed upon the right 
side of the Mincio: one might also enter by the dyke 
Ceresa. 

The fort of St. George, situated upon the left bank, has 
the form of a rectangle, and ought to be considered as the 
head of a bridge, useful to prevent the approach of the 
enemy, and favourable for making sallies. 

Similar to the citadel, this fort is but a weak resource in 
the defence of the town, should it be attacked towards the 
south. 

The principal force of Mantua consists in the waters and 
marshes, which surround it and form an almost insurmount- 
able obstacle. In the wars of 1796, this town made a 
strong resistance to the French army commanded by 
Bonaparte; notwithstanding at that time Mantua was 
much less fortified: the intrenched camps were not finished; 
of the five dykes, four could offer no means of resistance ; 
the jFork Pradelle was constructed later by the French en- 
gineer Chasseloup; the fort of Pietole is now only just 
finished by the Austrians ; and the waters were not con- 
sidered in the general system of defence. 
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The King has retarded the operations of the blockade of 
Mantua^ in the hope of having them executed by onr allies 
the Tuscans, Lombards, Bomans, and Neapolitans, which 
would have allowed him to march upon Verona and Leg- 
nago with the Piedmontese army. 

But the capitulations of Durondo and Zucchi, one at 
Yicenza and the other at Fahnanuova, the desertion of a 
great number of Bomans and Tuscans, the recal of the 
Neapoh'tans by their King, have caused the failure of all 
these projects. 

Now that Mantua is victualled, and that Badetzky has 
received numerous reinforcements, it is to be feared that 
this enterprise t)ffers great difficulties. 

The attack of Legnago might be attempted with better 
success. This fortress, constructed by the Venetians ac- 
cording to the plans of San-Micheli, was destroyed by 
Bonaparte in 180^. Since l?il4, the Austrians have sur- 
rounded it with new fortifications. The Adige divides 
Legnago into two parts, which communicate with each 
other by a wooden bridge defended at the two extremities 
by draw-bridges. 

July 17th. — The Austrians having made a sally from 
Mantua, supported by the artillery of the place, the soldier 
R6, of the Corps Franc, had his leg carried away and his 
entrails torn out by the bursting of a bomb : notwithstand- 
ing such dreadful wounds he did not even utter a complaint, 
and when carried to the transport by his companions, he 
had to pass before the ranks of the battalion of Lombard 
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students. ''My inends" said he, to these youths, ''see 
how tranquilly one dies, when one dies for the King and 
one^s country/^ He expired soon afterwards. 

This morning some Austrian horsemen came and pla- 
carded upon the wallp of the village of Buzzolengo some 
satirical and burlesque verses, entitled " Advice to Charles 
Albert/^ where, amongst other things, they inform him 
that his ambition will probably cost him his crown. These 
verses begin thus : 

" Sopraggiunta h forse a un tratto 
La podagra ai tuoi cayaUi P 
I soldati ban forse i calli 
Che non possono mardar P'' 

July 19th. — For an answer we have sent to post up in 
sight the bulletin of the victory of Govemolo. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Victory gained at Govemolo by the General Bava — Position occupied 
by the Italian army the 20th July— Sicilia offers the crown to 
the Duke of Genoa— The insurrection of Parma is fatal to the 
Italian cause— Battle of Rivoli— Pine conduct of the 14th regi- 
ment of infantry and the thirteenth battalion of the 16th — Pore- 
sight of General de Sonnaz— Retreat upon Cavaglione. 

July 19th. — Here are the details of the affair of Gover- 
nolo. 

The 16tli instant Lieutenant-general Bstva left the envi- 
rons of Mantua at the head of a column composed of the 
brigade of the Queen, the regiment of Genoa cavalry, two 
batteries, and the company of Eifles of Captain Lions. The 
design of this expedition was to afford support to the 
Modenese menaced by an attack from the Austrians. But 
upon arriving at Borgoforte upon the Po, and hearing of 
the precipitate retreat of the enemy, of whom a body of two 
thousand men were intrenched at Govemolo, upon the 
Mincio, the General conceived the plan of attacking them 
there. 

Govemolo, a small town crossed ^ by the Mincio, was 
witness in 452 of the celebrated rencounter between Attila 
and the Pope Leon. At the beginning of the eighteenth 
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century this position was taken by turns by the Imperialists 
and the French. 

In 1796, Generd Lannes was dangerously wounded in 
fighting against the Marshal Wurmser. 

Let us return to the relation of our affair. In order to 
surprise the enemy between two fires, the company of Eifles 
descended the river in boats covered with cloth, with orders 
to disembark at the mouth of the Mincio, upon the^left 
side of that river. 

When our column was at the distance of a mile from 
Governolo, it halted. The first company of chasseurs of 
the 9th regiment, under the orders of Captain Danesio, was 
sent forward, in order to explore this part of the country, 
which is extremely woody. 

This officer having taken- note of the ground, quickly 
returned to give the general information upon the position 
occupied by the enemy on the other side of the Mincio ; 
they then entered the village, and the artillery began to fire, 
supported by the infantry. After an hour's combat between 
the troops placed on the two banks of the Mincio (the 
passage of which was intercepted, the Imperialists having 
raised the drawbri^e,) the Eifles of Captain Lions, who 
had succeeded in disembarking, arrived at a charging pace, 
and shouting menacing hurrahs, vigorously assaulted the 
€nemy : these last, panic struck, fled precipitately from the 
battle, leaving in our power two pieces of artillery. The 
Eifles took the road towards the Mincio, letting down the 
drawbridge and thus re-establishing the communication 
between these two banks. The Genoa regiment rushed 
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immediately in pursuit of the enemj: three squares of 
Croats, who were stationed in a field surrounded with a 
ditch full of water, were put to the rout by our cavalry, 
who charged on this occasion with astonishing skill and 
intrepidity. The young chevalier Gattinara, one of the first 
to rush into the battle, received a mortal wound, as well as 
another officer, M. Apiotti : the lieutenant, Edward 
Bruijetta, received two wounds, and was rescued from the 
hands of the enemy by one of his brothers, an officer of the 
same corps. There are seven brothers, officers, of this 
fEumly in the army. 

' One of their sisters, the Countess Galateri, has followed 
her husband, captam of cavaby, attached to the staff of 
General de Sonnaz. This young woman is remarkable at 
the army for her touching solicitude for the wounded. 

In this engagement, Genoa cavahy made more than 300 
prisoners, amongst whom were a major and eight officers, 
and took possession of the standard of the regiment Boka- 
vina and two cannons. The Eifles, electrified by the 
courage of Captain Lions, displayed a courage beyond all 
praise, and forced more than 150 of the enemy to lay down 
their arms. 

The brigade of the Queen also displayed great valour : 
the company of Captain Danesio was particularly distin- 



The glorious success of this day ought to be partly 
attributed to the skilful preparations made by General 
Bava. 

July 20th. — A considerable part of tiie 4th division is 
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gone to reinforce the first corps d%m6e : General de Sonnaz 
has frankly declared to the King that, deprived of the 
necessary forces to keep the line' which extends from Eivoli 
to Somma Campagna, he can no longer hope to defend it 
with success. 

These are the positions occupied by the difiGerent bodies 
of the army : — 

The head quarters of the King are at Marmirolo : the 1 st 
division occupies Governolo and Castellaro, upon the left 
bank of the Mincio ; the £d division, under the orders of 
General Ferrere, and the Lombard corps comjnanded by 
Count Perrone, are employed for the blockade of Mantua, 
and occupy, under the tir de la place, a line describing 
the arch of a circle extending from the banks of the Upper 
Lake, near tiie Sanctuary of the Graces, as far as Pistole at 
the extremity of the lower lake. 

The 3d division and part of the 4th defend all the posi- 
tions which extend from Corona above Bivoli, as far as 
Somma Campagna; the rest of the 4th, formed of the 
brigade of Piedmont and Piedmont royal cavalry, under the 
orders of the Duke of Genoa., is cantoned with the Tuscans 
at Villafranca, Mozzecane, and ; Castelbelforte : the reserve, 
commanded by the Duke of Savoy, is established in the 
villages of Marmirolo and Villanova. 

The 2d division of the reserve, which has lately been 
composed with the provisional regiments, deprived of cavaby 
and having only one battery, is spread about at Goito, 
Borghetto, Monzambano^ Ponte, Peschiera, Pozzolengo^ 
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Salionze^ and San Giorgio in Salice. The great artillerv 
depot is at Fozzolengo. 

Whilst our army loses its time in effecting changes from 
one camp to another^ and occupies a line of most unrea- 
sonable length, presenting to the enemy many weak points, 
they say that the Marshal Badetzky has succeeded in con- 
centrating round Verona an army of 100,000 men, thanks 
to the successive reinforcements sent by the Austrian 
government. 

The news from Sicily has been joyously received in our 
camp. These brave and proud idanders, after reconquer- 
ing their liberty at the price of their blood, have concluded 
this heroic work by an act of great wisdom and moderation, 
in offering the throne, before occupied by Victor Arm^d^e 
the 2d, to the young and valiant Duke of Genoa, his great 
nephew. 

July 22d. — ^The insurrection which broke out at Paris 
in the month of June may perhaps be fatal to the cause of 
Italian independence ; fol? the army of the Alps in observa- 
tion upon our frontiers, has received orders to fall back 
upon Lyons, and two of its divisions to march towards 
Paris : we shall therefore be deprived of that moral support 
our neighbours lent us at the very moment that Badetzky, 
(according to the reports in circulation) is preparing to take 
up the offensive, and overwhelm us with all his forces. 

I am on guard at the foot of the hiH of Pastrengo, upon 
the borders of the Adige. All the day I have heard firing 
from the side of Monte Baldo. The position of Bivoli is 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



CAMPAIGN OP LOMBARDY. 89 

kept by the 14th regiment of infantry, under the orders of 
CJolonel Damiano ; the 3d battalion of the 16th regiment, 
commanded by Major Danesi ; the company o? Eifles of 
Captain Prola ; and the first section of the fourth battery 
de bataille, under the orders of Lieutenant de Eoussy. 

On the evening of the 21st, Colonel Damiano, being 
warned by spies of the arrival of numerous columns of the 
enemy in the valley of the Tyrol, immediately gave notice 
to General de Sonnaz, whose head quarters are at Sandra. 

This morning (22d July), about four o'clock, the Aus- 
trians descended from Monte Baldo : the first attack took 
place at Corona, where was the Major San Vitale, with a 
battalion of the 14jth and some pieces of artillery. Sur- 
rounded by an enemy nine times their superior in numbers, 
our brave soldiers sustained the combat with heroic courage. 
Captain Cerale, who was on guard at the advanced post, 
defended during two hours the post confided to him. 

After six hours' combat, M. de San Vitale, seeing the 
impossibility of a longer resistance, efiFected the retreat upon 
Bivoli in the most perfect order, opposing the enemy^s 
forces without abandoning a single cannon, notwithstanding 
the difficulties presented by the mountain roads. To second 
this movement. Major Danesi repaired with his battalion 
upon a height which overlooks the road to Rivoli, in order . 
to dispute this passage with the Imperialists ; ^but towards 
noon he received orders to drive the enemy from the posi- 
tions they occupied upon the line of the Guglia ; and with 
this aim he boldly advanced till within the distance of two 
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hundred feet of the Austrian advanced guard. The fire 
immediatelj commenced. After a brisk discharge of mus- 
ketry, the major, perceiving that the enemy was endeavour- 
ing to turn his battalion, and also the 14th regiment, 
executes a skiKul movement, increases in boldness, and 
forces a body of Tyrolese to retreat precipitately: this 
dispersion filled the bulk of the euemy with consternation, 
and they thought it prudent to keep on the defensive. At 
three in the afternoon General de Sonnaz arrived with two 
battalions of the 16th regiment and a half battery of artil- 
lery. The combat then recommenced with more ardour; at 
nine in the evening our soldiers had regained their positions, 
and forced the enemy to retire beyond Gaprino and abandon 
the heights of Inranole. 

This battle, sustained by five thousand Piedmontese 
against twelve thousand Austrians, is highly honourable to 
the 14th and 16th regiments, who renewed upon the same 
field of battle those instances of courage and intrepidity of 
which the French gave proof in the celebrated action of the 
14th January, 1796 (battle of Eivoli). Golonel Damiano, 
Major Danesi, and the brave lieutenant of artillery, De 
Boussy, deserve to be mentioned for their conduct in this 
affair. 

The Austrians have experienced numerous losses, and 
left upon the field of battle a general and a major. On our 
side we have to lament the death of some soldiers and two 
officers; Captain Prola of the Bifles, and Lieutenant 
Nasi of the 16th. 
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July 23d. — ^Notwithstanding the advantage gained over 
the enemy. General de Sonnaz has ordered the troops of 
Bivoli to retire upon Affi and Cavaglione : foreseeing, no 
doubt, that it would be impossible the next day to struggle 
with equal success, on account of the too great superiority 
of the Austrian forces. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Attack of Sona and Somma Campagna— The enemy takes possession 
of Somma Campagna— Retreat— Treachery of the enemy- 
General d'Aviemoz, after an heroic resistance, is made prisoner 
—The officers who distinguished themselves in the battle- 
Bravery of the soldiers Bal and Blain of the 2d regiment- 
Losses — They stop at Cavalcaselle— E«flections — We pass the 
Mincio at Peschiera— The enemy construct a bridge at Salionze 
—The 3d division falls back upon Volta. 

Sunday, July ^Sd. — In the evening of the 22d, two divi- 
sions of Austrians, commanded by the Generals d^Aspres 
and Wratislaw, issued from the intrenchments of Santa 
Lucia, Croce Bianca, and San Massimo, to attack our posi- 
tions : a terrible storm impeded their march, and saved us 
from a night attack. 

The line which extends from Pastrengo to Somma Cam- 
pagna was defended by only six thousand men : the 1st 
regiment occupied Palazzuolo, Sainte Justine, the farms of 
Colombara and Colombarolo, as far as the Adige. The 2d 
raiment and the battalion of Parmesans were concentrated 
at Sona and at the Osteria del Bosco, an important passage, 
where the General de Sonnaz has caused a bastioned front 
to be constructed, which, furnished with four pieces of 
artillery, intercepted the road from Verona to Peschiera. 
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There was a battalion of the 13th regiment at Somma 
Campagna, and one of those Tuscan regiments that suffered 
so much at Curtatone. 

Notwithstanding the disproportion of forces, the 2d 
regiment defended its positions with courage worthy of 
better success. At Sona some companies of the battalion 
of light foot charged the enemy several times with the bayo- 
net, disputing the ground foot by foot The struggle had 
lasted five hours, wlien General Broglia received notice that 
the troops at Somma Campagna had not been able to resist 
the enemy, and that we were turned on our right ; he then 
gave orders to retreat upon Pacengo, in passing by Sandra, 
and had the precaution to send a squadron of Novare 
cavalry to Castelnuovo, in order to watch the movements of 
the enemy. We saved our artillery an,d baggage. 

During the action, the Count d^Avienioz, major-general 
commanding the brigade of Savoy, not having with him any 
officer of the staff to send to make observations, repaired 
himself, with a few rifles, upon a height called the Monte del 
Pino, between Sona and the Madonna del Monte. He imme- 
diately perceived an Austrian column, which presented itself 
at the mouth of the valley, headed by ar white flag, and 
shouting " Viva Italia ! Viva i nostri fratelli \" The general 
hesitated a moment; but seeing the head of this troop 
advance and embrace the officer of the 2d regiment, who 
was on guard at the post with sixty men, he no longer 
doubted the loyalty of this demonstration, and hastened to 
meet the Imperialists : these ex«changed fraternal greetings 
with our soldiers. But this harmony was not of long dura- 
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tion ; the traitors soon changed their attitude, charged their 
muskets, and at the command of their chief fired upon our 
men. Then was renewed a scene worthy of the heroic 
combats of the middle ages: Count d'Aviemoz orders a 
charge with the bayonet ; the battle is bloody, and he soon 
remains alone with thirty men to struggle against two 
hundred. Notwithstanding, his courage does not fail, and 
three of his perfidious enemies fall under his blows; but 
finally, assailed on all sides, wounded by the bayonet in the 
abdomen, and by a ball in the knee, he is made prisoner 
When his sword was demanded, transported with noble 
indignation, he cast it on the ground, exclaiming, " I will 
not give up my sword to traitors !*' 

The Captains Bellair and Septime des Garets valiantly 
defended the artillery of our division, and contributed to 
protect the retreat of their companions spread as sharp- 
shooters upon the left fiank of our colmnn. 

The Count and the Chevalier Balbo, lieutenants of cavalry, 
the Under-lieutenants Blanc and Bonllon, were remarkable 
for their valour ; as well as Captain Hercule de Cortanze, 
commanding the battery attached to the brigade of Savoy, 
and who was wounded in the leg. 

The soldier Bal Marie, of the 2d regiment, native of 
Beaufort, Upper Savoy, seeing that the fire of the enem/s 
sharp-shooters was especially directed upon his officer, made 
a rampart for him of his own person, and received in his 
stead two severe wounds. 

A private of the light foot, named Blain Antoine, of the 
commune of Doussard, Upper Savoy, after having killed 
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four Austrians, was preparing to rejoin his company, when 
he perceived an officer pursuing him, crying, " Eendetevi 
P . . . d'ltaliano !" For an answer he fired off his musket in 
his breast, and thus revenged the insult to the Italian name. 
Mi6ge, a private of the light foot, made prisoner by three 
of the enem/s soldiers, succeeded in delivering himself 
from his adversaries, of which two were overthrown in a 
ditch and the third killed. 

We have lost in this battle a great namber of brave 
soldiers and two of&cers ; the Captain Carte (Swiss) and the 
Under-lieutenant Cauvin. 

The retreat having taken place about eleven o'clock in 
the morning, with a broiling sun, some soldiers sunk by 
the way, overco&e with the heat, the fatigue of the battle, 
and a long and hurried march. 

Arrived at Pacengo, we encountered the General de 
Sonnaz, who after some hesitation gave orders to repair to 
Cavalcaselle, where we entered at the close of evening: 
the troops encamped in the fields near this village, fronting 
the enemy, who occupied from Somma Campagna a perpen- 
dicular line to the Mindo. 

Several ofl&cers have assured me that when the 2d regi- 
ment retired from Sona, some of the inhabitants, hid behind 
the walls, fired upon our soldiers. 

One can hardly imagine that two columns of 12,000 men 
each could have left Verona, marched part of the night, and 
encamped for several hours at a mile distance from our 
out-posts, without the knowledge of the inhabitants of the 
country : however, there was not a single person generous 
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enough, or suflBciently Italian, to warn us of the danger that 
menaced us. 

If Marshal Eadetzky had attacked us simultaneously at 
Eivoli, he would probably have rendered our rallying im- 
possible. 

The retreat of the Tuscans and the battalion of Pignerol 
from Somma Campagna, saved us, instead of being hurtful 
to us ; for General Broglia not having been informed that 
the troops of Eivoli had fallen back upon Affi, Cavaglione, 
Pacengo, would have continued to defend his positions; 
and during this time, the body of the Austrian army, coming 
from the Tyrol, would have advanced without encountering 
any obstacles as far as Castelnuovo, and we should have 
been taken between two fires. 

Whilst part of the Imperial troops which came out of 
Verona occupied Sona and Somma Campagna, the rest were 
marching upon Monzambano and Salionze, with the intention 
of casting a bridge and cutting off our communications with 
the first corps of the army. 

July ^4th. — At two o'clock in the morning the 8d divi- 
sion left Cavalcaselle, and passed the Mincio at Peschiera^ 
to repair to Monzambano. General' Visconti, commanding 
the second division of the reserve, had already taken the 
precaution of causing the planks of the bridges of Borghetto 
and Monzambano to be removed, and placed a battalion 
fronting Salionze to prevent the enemy traversing the river 
at that place. 

The brigades of Savoy and Savona, and the Parmesans, 
. replaced the troops of the reserve, who for several hours 
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had defended the passage of the Miticio at Monzambano ; 
and the 14th regiment halted at Pontic almost fronting 
Salionze. 

Our soldiers, who had passed the night on the 
watch, and for six-and-thiity hours had taken no nourish- 
ment, nevertheless sustained with iSrmness the enemy's fire. 
The concentration of our forces at Monzambano permitted 
the Austrians (protected by two pieces of artillery) to con- 
struct a bridge of boats at Salionze, at the same place where 
they had the custom of making it at the epoch of the grand 
reviews of the camp of Verona. 

It would have been impossible for them to descend upon the 
right bank, could we but have opposed them with the fire of a 
battery ; but by a fatal combination we had but two cannons 
in this place. A platoon of the company of students, who 
endeavoured to stop the enemy, was overwhelmed by the 
fire of the artillery. General de Sonnaz despatched with 
great haste Colonel Solaroli to. Ponti, to order the 14th 
regiment to attack the Austrians on their right flank : but 
this corps, fearful of being intercepted, had fallen back upon 
Peschiera. 

General de Sonnaz therefore retired to Volta with the 
brigade of Savoy, the battalion of Parmesans, the 16th 
regiment, and the division of the reserve of General Vis- 
conti. The enemy, 10,000 strong, instead of pursuing us, 
contented themselves with occupying Ponti and Monzam- 
bano. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Combat of Staffalo— Order of battle— Victory gained by our troops 
— Examples of valour— rine conduct of the 2d battalion of 
Sardinian light foot— Battle of Custoza— Intrepidity of the 
Piedmontese — Retreat upon Villefranca — Passage of the 
Mincio~The second corps of the army lea^e Yolta— Surprise of 
the King upon our arrival at Groito— Mysterious note— Justifi- 
cation of Greneral de Sonnaz. 

July 25th. — lufonned of the check which the second body 
of the army had sustained, the King assembled part of the 
troops employed at the blockade of Mantua, and at the head 
of the brigade of the guards. Piedmont, Aoste, and Coni, 
followed by their respective batteries and four regiments of 
cavaby, repaired to Villafranca, where he immediately sum- 
moned General Bava, in order to concert the attack 6f the 
next day. The council of war was held in the moniing of 
the 24th, and lasted from nine to two o'clock ; half an hour 
afterwards the army began its march ; two battalions of the 
brigade of Pignerol with the brigade of the Tuscans, under 
the orders of General Manno, remained for the defence of 
Villafranca. The King and General Bava advanced towards 
the valley of Staffalo, with three brigades, the guards Coni 
and Piedmont; the two first conducted by the Duke of 
Savoy, and the last by the Duke of Genoa. The guards 
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attacked the hills of Berettara ; Com assailed those of Man- 
datore; and Piedmont marched upon an Austrian corps 
encamped beneath Somma Campagna. The brigade of 
Aosle was in reserve. As the right wing, under the orders 
of the Duke of Genoa, might be annoyed either on the right 
side or in the rear, its movements were sustained by a bat- 
tery of horse artillery, and by the brigade of cavalry of 
General Olivieri. 

General de Eobillant, with two cavalry regiments, pro- 
tected the extreme left towards Valleggio. 

At four o^dock in the afternoon, the brigade Olivieri 
opened the combat, which soon spread all along the hne. 
The Austrian forces were very superior to ours, and opposed 
a desperate resistance; notwithstanding, at sun-set our 
brave soldiers had carried their positions with the bayonet. 

The enem/s cavalry was also put to the rout. The Duke 
of Genoa took by force the town of Somma Campagna, and 
the Duke of Savoy made himself master of the heights of 
Berettara and Mondatore. The Imperialists effected their 
retreat in the heart of the hills. The night being very dark, 
our troops, overcome with fatigue, bivouacked in the posi- 
tions they had just conquered. Two thousand prisoners, 
amongst whom were forty-six officers, two flags, were the 
trophies of this glorious day, in which generals, officers, and 
soldiers, gave admirable proofs of valour. The 4th regi- 
ment, brigade of Piedmont, had to lament the losd of the 
brave under-Lieutenant Saettone, who had already distin- 
guished himself at the battle of Colmasino. 
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The brigade of Coni, electrified by its youthful general, 
de Boyl, was much distingiiished at Staffalo ; this corps had 
to regret the death of the under-Lieutenant Forti, who 
commanded a platoon of sharpshooters. The Chevalier de 
Boyl, who had boldly pushed forward in advance of the line 
of sharpshooters, received a wound in the left shoulder. The 
second battalion of light foot of the guards, sent to Somma 
Campagna to reinforce the division of the Duke of Genoa, 
was also remarked for its valour. It was necessary to take 
possession of the castle, surrounded by a strong wall of 
about five metres in height, and round which were made 
openings in the form of embrasures. Captain Garuciu, at 
the head of the eighth company and of a platoon of the 
seventh, approached the wall, and mounting upon the 
shoulders of some of the light foot, succeeded thus in sur- 
passing the height of the wall, and firing upon the enemy 
there enclosed as many muskets as his followers could fur- 
nish, while at a short distance they were opening a breach. 
Notwithstanding the brisk fire which the Austrians directed 
towards the opening. Captain Garuciu was the first to rush 
forward, followed by his under-lieutenant, the Chevalier Lit- 
terio Cuggia de la Planargia, and his company. After half 
an hour's fighting hand to hand in the enclosure. Captain 
Garuciu was struck by a ball in the head, but continued 
nevertheless to animate his soldiers ; but at last, having re- 
ceived a bayonet stroke on the thigh, he was obliged to give 
up the command to Chevalier Cuggia, who, seconded by the 
under-Lieutenant Sant Elmo, gloriously terminated this 
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dreadful struggle in making two hundred prisoners, amongst 
whom were seven officers. 

The Chevalier Humana, captain, also distinguished himself 
on another side, conducting the remainder of the battalion, to 
which was united a platoon of Piedmont, He drove out 
the enemy from several houses in the village, not without 
encountering a strong resistance, and made a hundred and 
sixty prisoners, including five officers. 

Eadetzky only occupied Valleggio the 24th; conse- 
quently, if the attack operated on that day, about four in the 
afternoon, had instead been effected in the morning, and if 
the Aoste brigade, which was in reserve, had entered this 
town, the first body of the army would have been put in 
communication with the Visconti division, placed upon the 
right bank of the Mincio. Our success would have been 
complete if, in the evening of the 23d, General de Sonnaz 
had been informed of the King's projects ; he would then 
have been able to remain all the night between Pacengo and 
Cavalcasette, and the next day have assaulted the enemy's 
right flank, already entered upon on the left by the brigades 
of the guards. Piedmont and Coni. The Imperialists, taken 
between two fires, not being able to cross the Mincio, would 
have made a disastrous retreat ujfon Verona, and we per- 
haps might have imposed our conditions upon Eadetzky. 

On the 25th, Lieutenant-General Bava sent orders to 
General de Sonnaz to attack Yalleggio on the right side of 
the Mincio, near the bridge of Borghetto ; enjoining at the 
same time the Duke of Savoy to advance upon this town by 
the hills of Custoza, and the Duke of Genoa to repair to 
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Salionze^ passing by Oliosi, in order to destroy the bridge 
which the Austrians had constructed upon the Mincio^ and 
detach the body which had passed upon the right side. The 
Aoste brigade was to take possession of Valleggio, and the 
17 th regiment was stationed at Eoverbella. 

The Austrian generals, after their defeat at Staffalo, re- 
ceived numerous reinforcements from Verona during the 
night, and at six o'clock in the morning of the 25th com- 
menced the attack, presenting themselves abreast, and hav- 
ing two lines in reserve. From this moment the enemy had 
the most advantageous position, and our reverses might 
have been easily foreseen, from the too great disproportion 
of forces. For a fatal climax. General de Sonnaz did not 
rejoin the first body of the army, giving as excuse that his 
troops were overcome with fatigue. 

General Beva had hardly commenced the attack at Val- 
leggio, when our right flank was menaced by numerous 
columns of the enemy, which forced us to leave only two 
battalions before the town, in order to direct four against 
the assailants. The combat had lasted several hours, and 
we were anxiously expecting the division of the Duke of 
Savoy, who could only send one regiment. Tlie Duke of 
Genoa, also attacked by superior forces, was detained all the 
day at his position of the Berettara, where, with four batta- 
lions of the brigade of Piedmont, he resisted against nine- 
teen Austrian battalions. The colonel of the 4th, instead 
of joining the Prince at the Berettara with two other batta- 
lions, according to the orders he had received, lost his way, 
ahd retired to Villafranca. At Custoza the brigade of Com 
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made good its resistance during six hours against fifteen 
thousand men. 

The brigade of the guards took possession by main force 
of the hill which overlooks the rOad of Villefranca to Val- 
leggio by the Gherla. 

The artillery was distinguished in this da/s action by the 
rapidity and boldness of its operations; its fire, skilfully 
directed, made great ravages in the enem/s columns. 

The forces of Eadetzky amounted to 55,000 men, ours to 
15,000. The want of unity in the operations rendered the 
tddng of Yalleggio impossible, as well as the realization of 
the plan ot General Bava : therefore, about five o'clock in 
the afternoon, the King, perceiving that the troops were 
knocked up with hunger, fatigue, and heat, while the. 
enemy had always fresh troops to oppose to us, gave orders 
to retreat upon Villafranca, after eleven hours of desperate 
fighting. This retrograde movement in sight of an enemy 
nearly three times superior in number, was executed with 
the greatest precision from the three points of Valleggio, 
Custoza, and Somma Campagna, under the protection of 
our cavalry, who made some brilliant charges. 

The young Captain Maurice de Sonnaz-Graneri, who 
commanded two squadrons of Novare cavalry, perceiving 
that the Tyrolese were attempting to take possession of 
some pieces of artillery which protected the retreat of the 
column of the Duke of Genoa, charged the enemy with ad- 
mirable boldness. Notwithstanding the impediments of the 
scxil, planted with vines and cut with large ditches, he sue* 
ceeded in putting them to flight. 
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Thus terminated this battle, unfortunate in its issue, but 
of which the glorious phases furnish an immortal page in 
the military history of Piedmont. 

It is to be regretted that, from the 23d (the day on 
which the news of the defeat of the second body of the 
army reached the head quarters), they did not take the re- 
solution of ^tirely raising the blockade of Mantua, in order 
to march against the enemy with all the disposable forces. 
By an illusion difficult to justify, they believed that Eadetzky 
had attempted this attack with inconsiderable forces ; they 
ran the risk with 20,000 men, and encountered that fatal 
superiority of numbers which has lost every thing. 

Towards midnight, after four hours' repose, the King not 
judging it prudent to remain any longer at Villafranca, gave 
orders to march upon Goito, his troops being preceded by 
the wounded, the prisoners, and baggage, under escort of 
two battalions of Pignerol and the Tuscan brigade. 

The brigades of the guards and CJoni passed by Mozzecane, 
Eoverbello, and Marengo. Those of Piedmont and Aoste 
advanced by the road of Quademi and Massimbona. To 
protect the retreat the cavalry and horse artillery were 
posted near Mozzecane; before Eoverbella the 17th regi- 
ment ; and between Goito and Marengo the brigade of the 
Queen, returned from Govemolo. The rear guard, com- 
posed of two battalions of Coni, were commanded by the 
intrepid and indefatigable Duke of Savoy. 

Our columns had passed the Mincio some hours, when a 
body of the enemy come out of Mantua to reconnoitre, ex- 
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changed some musket-shots with the advanced posts placed 
on guard at the head of the bridge. 

July 27th. — ^Whilst Charles Albert was retreating upon 
Goito with the first corps of the army, the second left Volta 
at two o'clock in the morning to rejoin him. The environs 
of Goito offered a desolate spectacle : the trees were robbed 
of their leaves, the fields ravaged, the barracks constructed 
by the soldiers after the victory of the 30th May had been 
destroyed, dark clouds obscured the rays of the rising sun, 
and threatened us with a storm. 

The King did not expect us at Goito ; he expressed his 
astonishment to General de Sonnaz, who answered him, 
that he left Volta upon an order written in pencil, and 
signed by Colonel Cossato, of the Staff. The King sum- 
moned the Generals Bava and Salasco, who denied the 
authenticity of tliis order, as well as Cossato. Notwith- 
standing, it is certain that the note m question was deli- 
vered at Volta to General de Sonnaz, in presence of all the 
Staff of the second body of the army. A very severe in- 
quiry ought to have been made, to clear up such a singular 
fact. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon the order was given to 
the third division to repair again to Volta, and to retake 
this position, which the Austrians might have occupied in 
our absence. The brigade of the Queen and the 17th regi- 
ment were also destined to make part of the expedition. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Attack of Volta— Artifice of an Austrian officer— Examples of bravery 
and affection— Fatal mistake— We abandon Volta— Second at- 
tempt to retake this village— Retreat upon Cerlnngo— The enemy's 
cavalry is repulsed— Unfortunate position of the army — The King 
asks a suspension of arms— The Generals Ferrere and Sommariva 
retire behind the Oglio without orders-^Propositions of Radetzky 
—They are rejected— Proclamation of the King— Retreat of the 
anny— The brigade of Savoy at the bridge of the Oglio. 

July 26th. — After three hours' inarch we arrive at the foot 
of the hill of Volta. The brigade of Savoy forms the left 
wing, and the other corps of the division the right wing. 
The attack, commenced at seven in the evening, is opened 
by the fire of our artillery, to which the Austrian batteries 
placed upon the hill answered. ITie second regiment, ani- 
mated by the example of its officers, is the first to rush to 
the assault ; and/ notwithstanding the enemy's fire of artil- 
lery and musketry, ascends the steep rise of the hill and 
penetrates into the village, ^he second battalion of the 
first regiment also enter Volta with the bayonet crossed, by 
the road of Goito : some companies of the 16th regiment 
follow this motion. 

Then, in the darkness of the night, was begun a terrible 
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combat : every street, every garden, every house, offered 
horrible scenes of fiaurder, carnage, and incendiarism. By 
the light of the flames we distinguished here and there the 
dead bodies. The cries of the dying and wounded are 
covered by the noise of the cannon and firing. The disor- 
der and confusion are at their height ; one can no longer 
distinguish friend from foe. An Austrian officer shouts in 
French, " a moi Savoie V' Deceived by this call our poor 
soldiers run, thinking to obey their officers, and fall pierced 
with wounds; but such a base stratagem does not long 
remain unpunished : one of our grenadiers, hearing the 
cries of distress of his comrades, rushes with twenty men 
upon the assassins, and puts them to death as well as their 
officer. 

The Chevalier Eegard de Villeneuve, major of the second 
regiment, is killed at the head of his battalion. Captain 
Joseph de Charbonneaux replaces him, and falls himself, 
after a few moments, pierced with wounds : assailed by 
three Croats, he was on the point of perishing, when the 
young under-lieutenant, Count de Loche, rushing to his 
help, kills the most furious, and wounds the other two, who 
find safety in flight. The Captains Girard and Conti, of 
the first regiment, are wounded in charging at the head of 
their companies. Captain Eoux, seconded by Lieutenant 
Cocatrix and the under-Lieutenant Louvatier, make more 
than sixty prisoners. Lieutenant Cathiard, having entered 
a house, is there attacked by four Austrian soldiers ; he 
succeeded in getting free of them, notwithstanding two 
severe wounds. The soldier Aspord (Victor), of the second 
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regiment, receives three bayonet wounds, and continues to 
%ht all the night, although he was covered with blood and 
suffering dreadful anguish. The soldier Levrot, of the first 
regiment, assailed by two enemies, kills one, and makes the 
other prisoner. The Quartermaster Eubin, of the same 
regiment, makes prisoner an officer and twelve soldiers. 
Captain Gaud, Lieutenant Geny, and under-Lieutenant Bo- 
rillon, expose themselves boldly in the midst of the enemy ,• 
and Lieutenant Charles de Forax forces a captain to give 
him up his sword. 

By a fatal error a squadron of Novare cavalry mistakes 
the third battalion of the first regiment, which was preparing 
to enter Volta, for a troop of the enemy, and falls upon it. 
I was placed in the rear of this column with my company. 
The fire begins ; the terrified horses attempt to leap the 
ditches which border the road, to rush into the fields : the 
infantry is thrown down, and the disorder complete on both 
sides. For my part I fell into a ditch helter-skelter with 
several wounded soldiers, and near us General Bro^ia was 
thrown from his horse by a shot, which struck him in the 
1^. Finally the cry of — " It is Novare cavaby,'^ put an 
end to this unfortunate conflict : we recognize each other, 
and mutually deplore the consequences of such a fatal 
error. 

Between three and four hundred Austrians had entrenched 
themselves within the church of Volta, resolved to perish 
rather than surrender. We were preparing to advance the 
artillery to force the doors, when, hearing that the enemy 
was advancing from Monzambano with considerable forces, 
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General de Sonnaz gave the signal to retreat. It was two 
o'clock in the morning ; our brave soldiers had been fighting 
hand to hand during seven hours, made a great number of 
prisoners, and killed more than five hundred Austrians. We 
only left about 100 dead, and carried away all our wounded. 

At the dawn of day General de Sonnaz, having received 
some reinforcements, attempted for the second time to make 
himself maste/ of Volta ; but the Austnans opposed such a 
vigorous resistance, that this fresh attempt only served to 
augment our losses. I will make mention of the Chevalier 
Pachiotti, major in the Queen's brigade, severely wounded ; 
and the Chevalier Deabate, officer of the 16th, killed. 
. The retreat was made in order, thanks to the sang froid 
of General de Sonnaz. The troops marched in squares, 
protected by the artillery and some squadrons. 

The enem/e cavalry pursued us as far as the outposts of 
the first body of the army ; but the brilliant charges of the 
intrepid regiments of Savoy and Genoa cavalry, as well as 
firing off a few guns loaded with grape shot, forced them to 
retire with losses. 

The enemy is now in possession of the two sides of the 
Mincio, and blockades Peschiera. Our troops are worn 
out with four days' march and battles : we are without pro- 
visions, and the peasants have taken to flight, carrying away 
even the ropes of the wells. The delegate of Milan, as well 
as the commissaries, and the contractor charged with the 
supplies, have disappeared ; this last has even carried away 
the oxen intended for the nourishment of the army. The 
King has proposed a suspension of arms to Eadetzky. The 
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entire army is assembled in the plains of Goito : the bri- 
gades of the guards and Coni keep the right towards the 
Mincio ; those of Piedmont and Pignerol are upon the left. 
The division of General de Sonnaz is at Cerlunga; the 
wounded and the baggage have been sent to Bozzolo^ a large 
town on the other side of the Oglio. 

5 P.M. — ^We have just heard that General Ferrere, instead 
of obeying the orders he had received, to march to Ceresa 
to sustain the second body of the army, has retreated beyond 
the Oglio, as also General Sommariva, which deprives us of 
five regiments. General Bes, who had been sent to treat 
with B.adetzky, has brought back his answer to the King : 
he demands that our army should retire beyond the Adda ; 
that we should give up Venice, Peschiera, Pizzighettone, 
and the Roche d'Anfo; that the two duchies should be 
vacated, and that the greater part of the ofiScers taken pri- 
soners should be set at liberty. Charles Albert has refused 
the conditions, and publislied a proclamation, which he 
concludes in saying : — " Italians, arm yourselves ! and coun- 
teract the perils with that energy which danger ought to 
increase in the bold inheritors of so much glory. You must 
prefer every sacrifice to humiliation and the loss of your 
independence. The army, sustained by patriotism in the 
midst of sufierings and misfortunes, is still ready to shed the 
last drop of blood for Italy. I trust that Providence will 
not abandon us in the defence of the sacred cause, to which 
is consecrated my life and that of my sons.*' 

This evening we defiled before the King : calm and dig- 
nified in the midst of misfortunes, he concealed in his heart 
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the grief with which he was overwhehned^ and surveyed ns 
with an expression of benevolence and interest. 

The want of provisions^ and th^ impossibility of engaging 
a fresh battle with worn-out troops, caused our retreat upon 
the Oglio. The camp was raised at eleven o'clock at night. 

Our retreat was made upon three Unes, by roads conver- 
gent to Cremona. All the army suffered horribly from- the 
heat and want of provisions. In the brigade of Savoy, so 
many officers were ill and wounded, that of superior officers 
there only remained Colonel Mollard, acting as general, and 
Major Mudry. 

At the passage of the Oglio, the report having spread that 
the enemy was arriving, part of the third division took to 
flight. Fearing the contagion of such a fatal example, the 
officers of the brigade of Savoy unite round the two 
standards, collect the soldiers, who hasten at the voice of 
their chiefs, form a square of the brigade, resolved to dis- 
pute the passage of the river with the Imperialists, and to 
sacrifice their lives to save the remainder of the division : 
the artillery and cavalry second our movement. This bold 
defiance disconcerted the Austrians, who did not dare to 
advance. We encamped near Piadena. 

The lower current of the Oglio is difficult to defend, on 
account of its direction from north-west to north-east; in 
fact, if ever the Austrians force the passages of Eobecco and 
Quinzano, part of the army will be seriously compromised. 
We have just received the order to abandon this line. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Arrival at Cremona— The King places himself in the rear guard-^The 
third division repulses the attack of a column of the enemy— 
Speech of the King — The army retires upon the Adda — ^Destitu- 
tion of the officers — General de Sommariva abandons his positions 
— ^The enemy turns our position upon the right— Route of 
Castiglione to Lodi— The English Ambassador— Chivalrous 
resolution of the King— The army encamps under the walls of 
Milan. 

July 29th. — ^At dawn of day the two corps of the army 
united, and repaired to Cremona. This march was as long 
as^ that of the preceding day : some soldiers expired upon 
the road with fatigue and hunger. 

After twelve hours^ march we arrived at Cremona. 
Charles Albert, who was the last to retire from Goito, here 
insisted upon passing the night with the rear-guard, in a 
farm called La Ca dei Quinzani. The brigade of Savoy is 
encamped at half an hour's distance from the town, upon 
the road of Kadena. 

The national guard of Cremona is abolished, and the 
inhabitants have taken no means of resisting the enemy. 

July 30th, Sunday. — ^During the night the corps which 
were in advance retired; thus the brigade of Savoy re- 
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mained in the first line. They had juJst finished beating the 
morning drom^ when a dragoon of Novare cavaby arrived 
at fall speed to warn us that an Austrian column was ad- 
vancing upon the road of Piadena. We immediately sent to 
meet them two guns, protected by a squadron of cavalry 
and two companies of infantry. The enemy, perceiving our 
movement, had halted, and remained perfectly immoveable. 
They remained thus before us for some time; suddenly the 
horsemen that headed the Austrian column retired, and dis- 
covered three guns, the unexpected discharge of which for a 
moment disconcerted our brave artillerymen, who were 
forced to retreat, leaving upon the ground two dead, and 
one of their guns destroyed. The escorting companies, 
placed in the fields to the right and left of the road, fol- 
lowed this movement, and were obliged to pass several large 
and deep canals, wliilst the balls and grapeshot passed over 
their heads. At the sound of the cannon General Broglift, 
notwithstanding his wound, came to take the command of 
the division. We reinforced the artillery with some pieces, 
and the fire continued all the morning, notwithstanding a 
storm, and rain falling in torrents. 

The enemy, seeing our bold resistance, retired. In the 
evening I went to Cremona. The town was perfectly quiet : 
all the military and warlike appearance of the month of April 
had entirely disappeared, to make place for sadness and 
resignation. 

I was told by an abb4, that the King having gone to the 
cathedral to assist at vespers, addressed these words, on leav- 
ing, to the canons who offiered him the holy water x-^^' Sirs, 
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pray to the Virgin Mary to protect our cause; and be per- 
suaded that the day will come when a Te Deum will be 
dianted in this fine cathedral^ to cdebrate the deliverance of 
Italy/^ 

Leaving Cremona at midnight, we arrived at eight o'clock 
at Pizzighettone upon the Adda; we made a halt of some 
hours upon the right bank, in the meadows approaching 
Ohiera d'Adda. 

Towards evening all the third division were encamped at 
Castiglione. The baggage of the ofScers of the brigade of 
Savoy having remained at Peschiera, we are, since the 23d, 
entirely destitute of linen and money. 

The head quarters of the army are at Codogno. The 
King has made the journey from Cremona to this village 
with the division of reserve ; his intention is to defend the 
line of the Adda. The Piedmontese troops extend &om 
Lodi to Grotta d'Adda. The defence of the upper current 
of the river is confided to General Perrone, commanding 
the various Lombard corps. 

August 1st. — General Bava has just informed the King 
that General Sommariva, charged provisionally with the 
command of the first division, encamped at Grotta d'Adda, 
has allowed the Austrians to construct a bridge across the 
Adda, and, without even attempting to defend his positions, 
has retired precipitately upon Piaoenza. Our line is thus 
entirely unprotected on the right, and we cannot maintain 
it without exposing ourselves to have our position turned 
by the enemy. The departure of M. de Sommariva, there- 
fore, will again oblige the army to retrograde. It is very 
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incomprehensible how this general, having under his orders 
two excellent brigades (Aoste and the Qaeen), three bat- 
teries of artillery, and some squadrons of cavalry, could not 
retain his post. 

This morning the Hon. Mr. Abercrombie, English mini- 
ster at Turin, came to offer the King the mediation of Eng- 
land, in order to obtain a suspension of arms from Marshal 
Badetzky* Charles Albert has accepted the proposal, and 
has just left for Lodi, where Greneral Bava, at present com- 
msmder in chief of the army, is to concentrate the third and 
fourth divisions; the remainder of the army will be spread 
out in the environs. 

At one in the afternoon the brigade of Savoy left Cas- 
tigUone. The road we have followed has appeared doubly 
agreeable from the contrast of the preceding days, when we 
passed only vast fields of maize and monotonous plantations 
of mulberry trees. For some time we wound along the side 
of a pretty river, called the Muzza : the banks are shaded 
with ancient oaks, poplars, walnut trees, and weeping wil- 
lows. The bed of the Muzza is deep : canals are made 
from it here and there, and irrigate the surrounding mea- 
dows. Pretty groups of houses animate this fresh landscape. 
Suddenly the sun disappeared behind some dark clouds, and 
a pouring rain came to make a sad change to the charms of 
the route. We arrived thus, soaked to the skin, at Lodi, 
wb^e we passed the night upon the ramparts. 

August 2d. — ^Mr. Abercromby is returned from the head 
quarters of the Austrian general, and informed the King of 
Badetzk/s answer, who, far from agreeing to the proposed 
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truce, is preparing to march upon Milan. Charles Albert, 
disdaining the cold combinations of policy, and yielding to 
the generous impulse of his heart, has resolved to venture 
a last effort under the walls of the capital of Lombardy. It 
is certain that this determination is without any military 
antecedent, and that the interest of the army, as also the 
welfare of Piedmont, prescribed to effect the retreat upon 
Piacenza. In modem wars Milan has never been judged 
capable of resistance : in 1799, Schemer, defeated at Ve- 
rona, upon the Mincio, and upon the Adda, by theGrenerals 
Mdas and Souwaroff, would not retreat upon this town, 
considering such a step as highly imprudent. 

August 3d. — The army left Lodi at ten o'clock at night, 
and has taken the road to MOan. The King has marched 
all the night with the brigade of Savoy. We arrived towards 
noon at the gates of the town. We were very coldly rc; 
ceived ; I even heard these words uttered by some persons, 
who were turning into ridicule the tattered state of our 
cloths : — ''Qie brutti soldati, come son laceri \^' 
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CHAPTER in. 



Positkms oocapied bj our troops— Walk in the interior oi Milan — 
Diapitte between two Lombards — Combat against the Austrian^ 
— ^The second diyision loses five cannons— The Bioglia division 
repulses the enemy at the Homan gate— Conduct of the Milanese 
in this action— Courage of the King. 

The army encamps at a quarter ol a leagae^s distance from 
the town^ and occupies a^ semicircular line, which extends 
from the road of Milan to Bergamo^ as far as the canal of 
Pavia. The second division (Casal and Acqui) is placed 
upon the right of the road to Lodi^ and its left bears upon 
the farm Gambaloita. The third division is spread out 
rather more in the rear, upon the left of the road, and occu- 
pies the farms of Buffalora, Besana, and CamineUa. The 
fourth division is upon our left. The other corps and the 
cavalry are in reserve. 

The King has established his head quarters at a httle inn^ 
of the sign of St. George, near the Eoman gate, between 
the second and third division. 

Towards evening I went to take a turn about the town. 
Milan is larger than Turin, with less of regularity and ele- 
gance. The streets are winding; the squares small and 
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without ornament ; but the cathedral, with its thousands of 
steeples and statues, is the master-piece of Gothic art in 
Italy. The great hospital also excited my admiration : this 
edifice is built in the elegant and fantastic style of the re- 
generation : as for the triumphal arch of the Simplon, it 
resembles all monuments of that description. 

I was present at a very burlesque scene that took place at 
a coffee-house, and that gives a good idea of the boasting 
style adopted by many Italians of our days. Two Lombards 
were warmly discussing the doctrines of their country : one 
upheld the republican Utopias of Mazzini; the other, a pas- 
sionate admirer of Vincent Gioberti, declaimed in favour of 
the theories of the great Piedmontese philosopher. The 
discussion degenerating into offensive personalities, the dis* 
ciple of Mazzini rose in a passion, and said to his antago- 
nist — '^ Coward, I defy thee ! Hast thou, like me, delivered 
this sacred earth from five barbarians, fallen under my blows 
at the pass of Tonale ? Answer P* 

At the moment I was going to interfere, to calm the fury 
of this hero, and persuade him to reserve his warlike ardour 
for the first meeting with the enemy, an old man, seated 
near, said to me: — ''Do not disturb yourself, sir; it is 
useless to separate two bullies, who have neither the wish to 
fight each other, or against the enemy/' 

August 4th. — At eight in the morning the Austrians 
commenced the combat, in front of the farm Gambaloita. 
Six guns had been placed upon the road to Lodi ; two were 
on the right of the farm, to defend the approach. 

The general commanding the second division ordered the 
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sharpshooters and part of the Casal brigade to advance, in 
order to support the artillery. After several hours' combat, 
seeing that the Imperialists concentrated the chief of their 
forces upon this point, he gave notice to the general in chief; 
but the help demanded arrived too late ; the Austrians, tak- 
ing advantage of the trees and plantations of maize, had 
advanced unexpectedly, and had taken our artillery in the 
rear. The two guns in the road, which were under the 
direction of Taeutenant Pollone, were the only ones that had 
time to retreat. Lieutenant Hugo, of another section, had 
mounted upon the splinter-bar, and made the horses gallop 
to rejoin Lieutenant Pollone ; but the Tyrolese killed the 
team : after a strong resistance he was forced to yield to the 
enemy, who also took possession of a gun near Gambaloita. 
A major of Casal, whose battalion acted as escort, was dan- 
gerously wounded. The waggons were saved through the 
foresight of the Chevalier Effisio Cuggia, commander of the 
battery. Whilst this defeat forced the second division to 
fall back under the walls of Milan, and the third division, 
under the orders of General Broglia, opposed the enemy, 
the principal attack took place in the centre, before the 
farms of Bessana, where was the second regiment. About 
two o'clock, the general, seeing the enemy's forces increasing, 
sent the captain of the staff. Major Marazzani, to carry the 
order to General Conti, commanding the brigade of Savona 
and Parma to bear upon his right, in order to strengthen 
our centre, and to combine at the same time an attack upon 
the right flank of the enemy. This movement could not be 
executed, for General Conti had followed the fourth division 
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in its retreat upon Milan. To remedy such a serious incon- 
venience Greneral Broglia ordered the second regiment to 
fedl back as far as the farm of Casola^ and united by a line 
of small stations this position with that of BufEeJora^ de- 
fended by Major Mudry at the head of the first regiment ; 
and then sent to the general in chief to request reinforce- 
ments and instructions. At five o^dock he received orders 
to retire upon Milan. The second regiment effected this 
movement towards the gate Tosa^ and the first towards the 
Boman gate. He was at the entrance of the town^ when 
General Bava, informed of a fresh attempt of the enemy 
upon the road of Ziodi^ made him turn back with all speed 
to oppose them. A battalion of the guards joined us^ as 
well as a battery of artillery. We fought till nine at night : 
the rain fell in torrents^ and the noi^e of thunder was 
blended at intervals with that of the cannon. They caused 
us to set fire to some houses where they feared the Austrians 
might be hidden^ with artillery to fire upon the town. 
These flames lit up with a bloody reflection the terrible and 
murderous scene^ where the liberty of a nation^ and perhaps 
the destinies of Italy^ were at stake. We expected to see 
arrive (to replace the dead and wounded in our ranks) all 
those young Milanese^ who had been represented to us as 
resolved to bury themselves beneath the waUs of their town 
rather than submit a second time to the abhorred yoke; but 
I can mention here but twenty individuals^ clothed and 
armed like stage heroes^ who rushed out of the Boman gate 
shouting with all their might — ^' Morte ai Barbari T 
The King, always placed where the danger was most im- 
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minent, seemed to take delight in facing death. At a few 
feet from him, the Chevalier Avogadro^ a brave and learned 
captain of artillery, and Count Gazelli, a young officer of the^ 
guards, had their heads taken off by the same cannon-ball ; 
and three persons of his suite had their horses killed. 

The first regiment of Savoy had some killed, and a great 
many wounded; amongst whom were four officers, — the 
under-Lieutenants Carron and Descirier, and Lieutenants 
Marechal and Loc-Maria ; this last, a baU having passed 
through his arm, and the King passing by, gaily cried — 
'^ViveleEoir 

In this unfortunate but heroic da/s action, the brigade 
of Savoy, directed by Lieutenant-General Broglia, valiantly 
defended, during eleven hours of incessant combat, the po- 
sitions which the general in chief had confided to it, and 
even made prisoner some of the too presumptuous con- 
querors. Major Mudry, commanding the first regiment, 
proved himself fall of courage and sangfroid. The three 
captains, Louis Ferrier, Eoux,. and Orsier, distinguished 
themselves in their office of chiefs of battalion. Major Mo- 
rozzo, of the guards, displayed an immoveable courage and 
sang froid. The Lieutenants Fodenas and OalU, of the 
same corps, were also remarked for their fine conduct. A 
Tuscan volunteer, named Branchini, who had made nearly 
all the campaign with the brigade of the guards, although 
knocked up with fatigue and worn out with fever, kffc the 
hospital of Milan to join his battalion, and conducted him- 
self with admirable bravery, being always at the most dan- 
gerous post. 
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At ten in the evening, the entire army encamped upon 
the ramparts. During the battle the order had been given 
at Milan to sound the tocsin and barricade the streets ; in 
fact, the town has quite changed its appearance ; every here 
and there rise barricades, constructed with stones, planks, 
carriages, and bales of goods. The King inhabits the 
Oreppi palace, and has confided the guard of his person to 
the Milanese. 

Part of the inhabitants pretended to renew the sublime 
defences of Saragossa and Missolunghi ; the rest, less en- 
thusiastic, considering that the town was entirely wanting 
in ammunition of every kind, that desertion seemed to be 
the order of the day in the ranks of the national guard, 
advised an honourable capitulation. As for the army, its 
enthusiasm is damped by the inaction of those it came to 
succour ; added to which, could it defend such weak enclos- 
ing walls with artillery without ammunition, for the great 
artillery depot, intercepted in its retreat by the enemy, was 
forced to retreat upon Piacenza. Vanquished by so many 
obstacles, Charles Albert, to spare Milan the horrors of 
being taken by storm, and to save the Piedmontese army 
from a total defeat, has sent an embassy to Field-Marshal 
Eadetzky. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Revolt against the King— Cries of death— They insnlt the officers and 
soldiers — Indignation of the Piedmontese army— It will deliver 
the King — ^Attempt at assassination— The Chevalier de la 
Marmora— Departure from Milan— Injuries of the Lombards— 
Brescbia— Entry of the Austrians. 

AxjousT 5th. — The powder magasdne of the town has been 
blown up : without doubt we owe to a traitor the loss of 
the little ammunition there remaining. However, the capi- 
tulation is signed. The Piedmontese army will retreat 
without annoyance as far as the frontiers of Piedmont. The 
Austrians enter Milan to-morrow. The life and property of 
the inhabitants are secured. 

As soon as the treaty was known in the town, the party 
calling themselves republicans spread odious calumnies 
against Charles Albert and his army. Thus excited, the 
people rushed in crowds to the Greppi palace; their cry of 
reunion is, ^^ Death to the traitor, Charles Albert I*' They 
outrage all those that wear the Piedmontese uniform, over- 
turn the royal carriages, and take possession of the precious 
things they contained. From hour to hour the tumult in- 
creased, and the invectives redoubled against the person of 
the King. The palace guard, composed of Milanese, unites 
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with the rebels : it is in vain that Charles Albert^ conscions 
of his loyalty^ presents himself at the balcony of the palace; 
his words are powerless in calming this mistaken crowd. 

As soon as the news of this incredible tumult spread in 
our camp^ the officers of the brigade of Savoy could not 
restrain their indignation^ and united together to consult 
upon the means of saving the King. I was sent, together 
with two other officers. Messieurs Charles de Coucy and 
Leon de Cocatrix, to inform the different corps of the army 
encamped near us of our anxieties and determination. This 
step excited everywhere the liveliest enthusiasm; but the 
King, informed of the intentions of his faithful troops, an- 
swered with that chivalrous magnanimity which characterises 
him—" Even were this people to assassinate me, I will never 
permit that my soldiers should run the risk of shedding 
Italian blood.'^ 

Wishing to spare his sons the insults and humiliations to 
which he was himself exposed, Charles Albert had sent them 
express orders not to leave their divisions ; but, drawn by 
filial affection, the Duke of Genoa hastened to his father. 
The engaging appearance and noble attitude of this young 
and valiant prince were unable to save him from the out- 
rages of the populace. 

At the close of day the Archbishop and Podesta repaired 
to the head quarters of Marshal Badetzky, in order to nego- 
ciate on their part for the fate of the town. The republi- 
cans, informed of the intentions of Charles Albert, and sure 
of hereafter impunity, pass from menaces to action, and fire 
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against the windows of his palace. The tocsin sounds ; the 
confusion is at its height ; thousands of cries of death re- 
sound. Aheady some fanatics have forced the entrance of 
the palace ; others attempt to enter the apartments by scal- 
ing the windows. Some carabineers, joined by those form- 
ing the suite of the King^ succeed in driving them away 
after unheard-of efforts. 

It is said that a sergeant of the Piedmontese army^ named 
Orengo, hearing at his hospital that the King's life was in 
danger^ dragged himself with difficulty as far as the Greppi 
palace^ and there, leaning against a pillar of the portal, he 
endeavoured to stop some of those madmen, answering their 
cries of death by that of "Viva Carlo Alberto \" 

Towards ten o^clock at night, the Milanese insui^nts, 
seeing the impossibility of penetrating into the apartments 
of the King, caused a barrel of gunpowder to be brought to 
the entrance of the palace, in the design of blowing up the 
door-way. The brave and faithful Alphonse de la Marmora, 
colonel of artillery, and equerry to the Duke of Genoa, then 
escaped from the palace unknown to the King, hastened to 
the camp, and soon retiimed followed by a company of rifles 
and a battalion of Piedmont. Some blows with the butt 
end of the muskets sufficed to disperse these miserable 
authors of this deplorable scene : a sad and shameful page 
in the history of modern Italy. 

At midnight Charles Albert left the Greppi palace, and 
proceeded on foot towards the ramparts, where the army, 
frantic with indignation, demanded to see its King. 
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This Prince thus quitted, almost as a fugitive, a town for 
which he had endangered the welfare of his troops and the 
independence of his hereditary states. 

August 6th. — At three in the morning the army com 
menced its march. While our army passed along the 
boulevards of the Tosa gate to the Yercellina gate, the same 
men who, the day before, had attempted the life of the 
King, hid behind the walls, fired upon our soldiers, some of 
whom fell victims of this odious treachery. 

I hasten to add, that a great many Milanese protested 
loyally against the conduct of such of their country, 
men, who, under the mask of republicanism, abandoned 
themselves to all the excesses of anarchy. May the remem- 
brance of the brotherly reception we met with in the pro- 
vinces efEaoe from the minds of our soldiers the sad impress 
sions of Milan ! Can we ever forget the attention bestowed 
upon our sick and wounded by the inhabitants of Cremona, 
Pavia, and Brescia, that hospitable and courteous city, as it 
is called by the Chevalier Bayard ? 

After a short march the third division halted in a small 
village, where we experienced much difficulty in procuring; 
provisions. In the evening, a Polish abbe, who arrived from 
Milan disguised as a peasant, informed us that Badetzky 
made his entry there in the afternoon. 

It appears that the people preserved a mournful silence, 
occasionally interrupted by some ^'FifaEadetzky,^' evidently 
proceeding from German mouths. 

The Austrian army was remarkable for the elegance of its 
attire. According to an ancient German custom, every sol- 
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dier had ornamented his schakot or hehnet with a sprig of a 
tree. A colonel or general of the Austrian artillery, in 
passing before the battalion of the guards (who had remained 
at Milan to consign the Soman gate to the Imperialists), 
stopped his horse^ and addressing himself to the soldiers he 
said, in Italian — "That he was proud and happy to be able 
personally to testify to the Piedmontese troops the admira- 
tion he felt for the intrepid valour they had displayed in all 
the battles/' These generous words, pronounced by one of 
our adversaries, caused our poor soldiers to forget for a 
moment those insults with which they were overwhelmed by 
the Milanese, who shouted incessantlv — ^' Alia forca i Pie- 
montesi traditori V^ To the gallows with the Piedmontese 
traitors ! 

We have also been informed that, immediately upon our 
departure from Milan, the faction calling itself republican 
pillaged the houses of those families who, preferring the pri- 
vations of exile to the Austrian yoke, have emigrated to 
Piedmont. 
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CHAPTER V. 



We repass tlie Ticino— Visit of Austrian officers— Toast— Proclama- 
tion of the King— Reflections— Bombardment and surrender of 
Peschiera— Departure of the third division for Turin— Reception 
by the inhabitants. 

August 7th. — ^The Piedmontese army has passed the Ticino, 
and has encamped upon the right bank ; part of it is imme- 
diately to occupy the citadel of Alexandria : the brigade of 
Savoy is encamped in the Tillages of Cerano and San 
Martino, The Austrians have abeady established their 
out-posts upon the Ticino. 

At every hour in the diay, those who, by iUness or extreme 
fatigue, were prevented keeping up with the army in its 
retreat, now come to retake their places in our ranks. 

Some hours* repose on the native soil have sufficed to 
restore the minds of our troops, and Piedmont may count 
upon them for its defence : besides, in case of an invasion, 
Charles Albert may well say, like one of his ancestors — 
"Quanti sudditi, tanti soldati V (As many soldiers as sub- 
jects !) 

About five in the afternoon, the officers on guard at the 
bridge of the Ticino received the visit of eight young 
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Austrian officers. We invited them to partake of our 
frugal repast, which they accepted with the best possible 
grace. 

After a few moments, the most frank cordiality reigned 
amongst us. Our enemies spoke pretty good Italian and 
French. They rendered justice to the Piedmontese valour 
in the most flattering terms : one of them proposed a toast 
to the fraternal union of the Germans and Italians. 

Whilst I was chattering sociably upon the events of the 
war with an Hungarian officer, my neighbour, I allowed 
myself to be distracted by the following reflections : — ^At 
Milan, we launched at these gentlemen a shower of balls, to 
which they answered their best ; to-day, we make each other 
compliments ; to-morrow, if the truce ceases, were it but to 
justify our mutual esteem, we should fight with redoubled 

ardour Here is quite that ancient and chivah^us 

military courtesy of which the traditions descended to our 
days lend to the noble art of arms an illusion which egotism 
has destroyed in the other professions bf modem times. 

After about two hours our guests rose, and we prepared 
to reconduct them to the other side of the bridge. We had 
hardly set off, when we all stopped to consider the same 
picture which we ourselves had just presented. 

In the middle of the bridge two sentinels were face to 
face, witnesses of the good understanding that reigned 
between their officers : these two brave soldiers had also 
made friends. The Austrian offered to his companion on 
duty the half of his black loaf, and the grenadier Savoyard 
passed him his gourd full of wine. This sight was for us 
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the signal of fresh protestations of esteem, and we separated, 
proud and pleased each with the other. 

At the moment I returned to my post, I remarked an 
individual, dressed in green velvet, gesticulating near a 
custom-house officer* I approached, and he retired, casting 
upon me an angry look. '^ I am very glad. Lieutenant,^' 
said the custom-house officer to me, '^ that your presence 
has rid me of that man: he saw you drinking with the 
Austrian officers, and for the last hour he has been murmur- 
ing these two words, *' Infamia e tradimento V' 

August lltL — ^They have just imparted to us a procla- 
mation, which the King addresses to the Piedmontese. 
After a melancholy glance thrown upon the glorious past, 
Charles Albert finds noble words to soften our present 
misfortunes, and to make us hope a happier future. 

This proclamation is a sort of recapitulation of the diffe- 
rent changes of the war of Italian independence, I trans- 
late it entire. 



*' People op my Kingdom ! 

'' The independence of Italy has forced me to make war 
against the Austrian. At first, the valour of my troops 
appeared to promise the victory. Neither I nor my sons 
have drawn back in the face of danger : the justice of .our 
cause inflamed both their courage and mine. 

'' But tiie smiles of fortune were of short duration. The 
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enemy received considerable reinforcements ; and my troops, 
left almost alone to fight, deprived of provisions, were soon 
forced to abandon the positions, conquered, and the pro- 
vinces restored by them to liberty. 

"I had retreated upon Milan for its defence, but my 
army, worn out by long fatigue, could not encounter anoth^ 
battle ; for the strength of the bravest soldiers has also its 
limits. 

*' It was impossible to sustain a si^ in Milan* Money, 
the ammunitions of war, and provisions, were wanting : per- 
haps, with the concurrence of the inhabitants, we might 
have resisted the enemy some days, but only to be buried 
beneath the ruins of the city, without hope of conquering 
our adversaries. 

"It was then that, with the consent of the Mflaflese, I 
began the negotiations with the enemy. 

" I am not ignorant of the accusations with which some 
have endeavoured to tarnish my name. I take God as 
witness to the loyalty of my actions, and I leave to history 
the care of justifying them. 

"A truce of six weeks has just been concluded. In the 
interval, I will obtain an honourable peace; if not, the war 
will recommence. 

"My heart has always beat for the independence of Italy, 
but Italy has not yet proved to the world what it can do for 
its own deliverance. 

"My subjects, prove yourselves firm in this first mis- 
fortune, and profit by the liberal institutions which you 
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enjoy. You have made known to me your wishes : not 
only have I acceded to them, but also I have the finn 
intention of ever remaining faithful to my promises. 

"Never shall I forget the acclamations with which you 
saluted me on my departure, and in the crash of battles they 
still charmed my ears. Have confidence in your Bang — ^the 
cause of Italian independence is not yet lost. 

" Chaulbs Albert^ 
" Signed at Vizevano, Aug. 10th, 1848." 



The armistice has been concluded under the following 
conditions : — 

The line of separation between the two armies will be the 
frontier of the respective states. 

The fortresses of Peschiera, Rocca d'Anfo, and Osopoy 
shall be evacuated by the Sardinian troops and allies. The 
surrender of each of these places shall take place three days 
after the notification of the present convention. In these 
places the arms and war implements belonging to Austria 
shall be given up. The troops that leave shall take away 
with them all their arms. 

The military forces, both by land and by sea, of the King 
of Sardinia, shall also abandon the port of Venice and its 
territories. The people and property are placed imder the 
protection of the Imperial government. 

It is to be feared that this treaty will find an angry echo 
in Italy, where the people's minds are too excited at this 
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moment to judge calmly of such an act, and to take into 
consideration the circumstances that have rendered it inevi* 
table. Europe, doubtless less severe, will be less astonished 
that Piedmont, reduced to its own forces, should have fallen 
before Austria. 

The deliverance of Italy cannot be accomplished in one 
day. Who does not know that Greece and the United 
States of America did not conquer their independence till 
after many disastrous years of war ? This first defeat should 
not dishearten us ; and the time of the armistice ought to 
be employed in preparing for a happier future. 

A rapid formation of the army is easy ; the loss of men 
and material is inconsiderable ; our soldiers, inured to war 
and fatigue, are far from that state of discouragement which 
some have been pleased to attribute to them. No ; this 
campaign cannot be decisive in the great question of the 
national independence of Italy. 

August 11th. — ^The division of General BrogUa leaves for 
Turin. 

August 16th.— A letter I have received from Peschiera 
announces the surrender of that place. We remember that 
on the 24th July the Austrisins began the siege, immediately 
after the retreat of the second division upon Volta. 

General Chevalier Federici was the governor, and the 
artillery Colonel Actis, commander. The garrison was com- 
posed of the fourth provisional regiment, under the orders 
of Colonel Delfino, a brave officer, who distii^uished him- 
self at the battle of Santa Lucia, and of two companies of 
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sappers of the body of engineers, commanded by the Cap* 
tains Masiui and Emile Ferrero. 

Peschiera was quite unprovided with wine, salt, and 
forage, and possessed but little ammunition for war. As 
long as the communication with the lake Garda remained 
open, they were actively employed in laying in provisions, 
and in transporting useless mouths from the place. 

The enemy had at their disposal eleven batteries, the fire 
of two of wliich met upon the port, to prevent the entrance 
of any aid from the side of the lake. 

Upon his arrival under Peschiera, the Austrian general 
summoned General Federici to give up the place. The im- 
swer was such as might be expected from an old and loyal 
soldier. 

Our troops made some sallies : the first took place towards 
Gavalcaselle, in order to procure forage. 

A second was attempted on the side of the Osteria del 
Papa, upon the Brescia road. In this expedition a batta- 
lion, having been furiously assaulted by a body of the 
enem/s cavalry, cannot resist the shock, and retired pre- 
cipitately into Peschiera. Captain Tiragallo was the last 
to enter the place, and recounted that he had killed several 
horsemen. 

In another saUy, which took place the following day, the 
sappers of the engineers not meeting with the besiegers, 
took advantage of this occasion to cut down some trees 
which impeded the view. 

On the 10th of August, a herald came for the second 
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time to sammon the governor to surrender, informing him 
of the capitulation of Milan. General Federici, after having 
assembled the council of war, answered — " That he would 
only surrender the place upon an order from the ICing/^ 

At six in the evening, fiffcy-two pieces of ordnance, of 
wliich twelve were mortars, commenced the bombardment, 
which lasted two days, and caused terrible damages. The 
powder magazine blew up ; a great number of houses, and 
the artillery barracks, were entirely destroyed. 

On the 12th arrived the colonel of the staff, the Count 
Gossato, sent by the King to the governor, to cause the 
conditions of the armistice to be executed, which delivered 
Peschiera over to the Austrians. 

After the usual formalities, the Piedmontese troops left 
with the honours of war. 

Yesterday, the 15th August, towards eight o'clock in the 
morning, the third division, after having been passed in 
review by the governor of Turin, made its entry into the 



Wasted by fatigue, our faces burnt by the sun, our gar- 
ments worn out and covered with dust, we presented a 
deplorable appearance. Misfortune renders us suspicious : 
we expected a cold and silent reception ; but this sad pre- 
sentiment did not last long, and we all felt reanimated and 
joyous when, on crossing the bridge of the Doire, we per- 
ceived drawn up in battle array, upon the place Emanuel 
Philibert, the national guard of Turin, who received us with 
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shouts of "Viverarmee! Vive Tintrepide brigade de Sa- 
voie I" 

To these exclamations were united those of the people, 
who had hastened to meet us. 

It was worthy of the town, the wisest and most warhke 
of all Italy, — ^the town that has known how, in all ages, to 
repulse the foreign oppressor, thus to do honour to unfor- 
tunate courage. 



THE END. 



WiUon and Ogilvy, 67, Skinner Street, SnowhiU, London. 
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